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Watershed Council Supports Bond Measure

School Stewardship Projects along Johnson Creek
By Greg Ciannella, Stewardship Coordinator

Gresham High School
This past winter, in my capacity as

AmeriCorps  volunteer for the City of Gresham,
I approached Kathy Childress at Gresham High
School and inquired about partnering with
Gresham to get her students involved in stream-
side stewardship. Coincidentally, Kathy and her
students had already been conducting water
quality monitoring along Hogan Creek. After
a site visit, we agreed that the area along Hogan
Creek at the confluence with Johnson Creek
would be a great place to conduct riparian res-
toration as the site harbored multiple invasive
plant species. Based on this, Kathy assembled a
four member restoration team, made up of stu-
dents from her Environmental Science class.

Once a week for five weeks, I met with the

restoration team members on-site and collec-
tively developed a restoration plan. The site
had English ivy growing up trees, periwinkle
dominating the ground, and blackberry acting
as the dominant shrub. Plus, a stack of bricks
that must have floated down from the brick-
yard upstream in the flood of 1996 was piled
in the midst of it.

To address the issue of the invasive plants,
the restoration team decided it would be ben-
eficial to have the entire class come out and
help clear away the weeds. For two days, along
with the student restoration team, I helped
lead Kathy’s entire Environmental Science class
of 25 out at the site to help their classmates.
Armed with machetes and loppers, the students
cleared away 5 cubic yards of periwinkle and
blackberry, cut ivy off the towering alder trees,
and hauled the bricks out of the riparian area.

Buy land. They ain’t makin’
any more of the stuff.
                   –Will Rogers

Atop Hogan Butte one can gaze into the
vast and far beyond while standing at what is
nearly the epicenter of the Johnson Creek Wa-
tershed. Protecting and securing access to this
butte and other natural areas, parks, and tribu-
taries of the Johnson Creek Watershed is our
legacy to future generations. In 1995, the re-
gion invested in that promise and collectively
approved $194 million for the purchase of
8,100 acres, far more than was originally pre-
dicted. Of that, just over 10% of the total acre-
age purchased forever protected upland for-
ests, wildlife corridors, riparian areas and wet-
lands in the Johnson Creek Watershed. Metro’s
regional investments catalyzed local invest-
ments by Gresham, Milwaukie and Portland,
collectively creating a commitment to the qual-
ity of life experienced in this most-densely
populated and developing watershed.

With an overarching goal of protecting re-
gionally and biologically significant natural ar-
eas and collaborating with local jurisdictions

By Michelle Bussard, Executive Director

After successful removal of the invasive species,
the students revegetated the area with much
needed Western red cedar, Indian plum, and
swordferns. Kathy’s Environmental Science
class will continue to visit this site season after
season to monitor the plantings and check the
re-growth of the invasive species.

Springwater Trail High School
The Springwater Woods wetland complex

is adjacent to Johnson Creek and across from
the Hogan Creek confluence. This five-acre
wetland provides valuable resources to Johnson
Creek such as flood storage, biofilteration of
pollutants, and supports a diverse flora and
fauna. However, invasive reed canary grass and
Himalayan blackberry pose a threat to the ex-
isting native plant communities.

What is the Natural Areas, Parks,
and Streams Bond Measure?
In March of this year Metro, our re-

gional government, referred a bond mea-
sure to urban voters in Clackamas,
Multnomah, and Washington Counties
that would raise $227.4 million dollars to
purchase and protect natural areas, clean
water, and neighborhood parkland. The
measure will be on the November 2006
ballot. The 20 year bond will cost 19 cents
per $1,000 assessed property values per
year, costing the average homeowner un-
der $3 a month.

The Natural Areas, Parks, and Streams
Bond Measure represents an enormous op-
portunity to protect local wildlife,
greenspace in our communities, and leave
a legacy for future generations. For the cost
of less than $3 a month (an average home-
owner in the region will pay $2.50 - $2.92
a month), this bond measure will allow us
to protect over 4,000 acres and complete
more than 140 local projects to improve
trails and restore streams around the re-
gion. To learn more and get involved, go
to www.savenaturalareas.org.

on the purchase of fish and wildlife habitat, the
1995 partnerships serve as a model for the 2006
Campaign for Natural Areas, Parks and Streams
(CNAPS) bond measure. Today, the Johnson
Creek Watershed Council is a proud partner
working with each of the local jurisdictions,
including Happy Valley and Damascus as the
newest incorporated local governments within
the watershed, on their local-acquisition priori-
ties based on the Council’s Watershed Action
Plan. And now, no less than a dozen target ar-
eas have been identified in this watershed by
Metro’s Blue Ribbon Committee and endorsed
by Metro Councilors as areas that embody re-
gionally significant wildlife and natural areas

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2
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FREE DOGGIE BAG HOLDER
Made with reused materials from SCRAP

            www.scrapaction.org
With this free Doggie Bag Holder, you’ll never
forget a bag.  Just put it on your pet’s collar or
leash and it becomes a quick and easy way to
help the City of Gresham keep our parks,
streams, and wetlands safe and clean.

To receive your FREE Doggie Bag Holder:
• Send your mailing address to: dog.holder@ci.gresham.or.us
• Or call 503-618-2657

FREE FISH-FRIENDLY CAR WASH KIT
Is your community or school group hosting a car wash

 to raise money this spring?
•  The City of Gresham has a free, easy way to have a car wash
without harming the environment.
•  Simply for using the kit, we will donate $25
to your organization!
To reserve a FREE Fish-Friendly Car
Wash Kit or learn more:
• Call 503-618-2657

Did you know that…
•  In Gresham and East County, anything that enters the

stormdrain feeds directly into our rivers and streams
without being treated?

•  Pet waste is a major source of bacteria in rivers and
streams?

•  Any chemical you use on your lawn or garden, even
fertilizer, washes into waterways and harms fish and
other aquatic life?

What can you do?  Take these simple steps to
protect our rivers and streams!
•  Maintain your car to prevent leaks.
•  Use City of Gresham’s FREE Fish-Friendly Carwash

Kit for your fundraisers.
•  Call for City of Gresham’s FREE Doggie Bag Holders so

you never forget to take a bag when you walk your
dog!

•  Reduce or eliminate chemicals and use only natural/slow-
release organic fertilizers in your yard and garden.

•  Plant native, drought-resistant plants on your property.
These plants will need less water and chemicals to
survive because they are already suited to our climate.

City of Gresham thanks you for
your efforts to keep our local
watersheds healthy!

Springwater Trail science teacher Drew
Corbin has been actively engaging his students
in stewardship work for the past couple of years.
In January of 2005, Drew and his Environ-
mental Science class met with an AmeriCorps
volunteer working with the City of Gresham
and a wetland consultant at the Springwater
Woods wetland complex to gain a firmer un-
derstanding of the actual wetland boundary
and ideas on how to help restore its function.
Once they understood the wetland bound-
aries and the limiting factors the site faced, the
group came up with a restoration plan to be
implemented starting the following winter of
2005-2006.

In the December of 2005, I contacted
Drew to initiate parts of their restoration plan.
After a couple of meetings, we decided to guide
the class’ efforts towards some of the existing
blackberry brambles that stand in the higher
portions of the wetland.  The planned approach
was to delineate a 20 ft. by 20 ft. test plot and
divide it into four parts.  Over the entire plot,
blackberry would be clipped down to the
ground and the root crowns grubbed out.  Half
of the plot was covered with weed fabric mate-
rial, the other half covered in native grass seed.
Within one of the fabric-laden plots and one of

the plots covered in grass seed, the students
planted willow and dogwood cuttings.

All this was done to explore the effective-
ness of the various approaches to controlling
Himalayan blackberry.   Drew’s class will con-
tinue to monitor  the four plots for the re-
growth of blackberry, the survival of the cut-
tings, as well as to gauge the effectiveness of
the grass seed in out-competing the blackberry.

These service learning stewardship projects
with Gresham and Springwater Trail High
Schools demonstrate how students are getting
out of the classroom and learning about  the
issues facing our local natural resources.  Stu-
dents involved with these projects learned how
to identify native and non-native plants and dif-
ferent plant communities, differing methods
of invasive plant management, and came to
understand why it’s so important to help pre-
serve our natural areas for clean water, fish and
wildlife habitat, not to mention our quality of
life.

These projects would not have
been possible without the

generous supportand donation of
plant materials and tools from

the City of Gresham’s Watershed
Management Team

and trail corridors. And dozens of additional
natural areas, upland forests and riparian areas
have been added to the list of local-share pri-
orities. Like good friends, you might recognize
some of these places: Gresham East Buttes,
Gresham-Fairview Trail, Butler Creek Park,
Mitchell Creek in Happy Valley, Scouter Moun-
tain, Mt. Scott Creek Trail, Springwater Corri-
dor Trail completion, Aldridge Road Nature
Park in Happy Valley, Minthorn Wetland in
Milwaukie, Spring Park in Milwaukie,
Milwaukie’s Riverfront Park natural areas,
Johnson Creek Park, among many others.

The goal is to preserve these critically im-
portant lands that might otherwise be lost to
development and lost to future generations.
As Baden Callister said, (see Stories from the
‘shed) “losing good friends is like losing the
smolt runs, once they’ve disappeared you might
not get ‘em back.”

Bond Measure (cont) Student Stewardship (cont)
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Avalyn Taylor Cartwright, a graduate of the
University of Virginia, served on Congress-
man David Wu’s staff before accepting a fel-
lowship with OSPIRG where she worked on
Arctic National Refuge issues. She moved to
work for Audubon of Portland as their Con-
servation Outreach Coordinator and has most
recently served as The Nature Conservancy’s
Government Relations Coordinator. In the
next phase of her career, Avalyn will be a full-
time student attending Lewis & Clark Law
School.

Tim Cooper of the ODS Companies has had
a wide range of professional responsibilities rang-
ing from software development, team customer
support, production system operation, account-
ing, administration, human resources, to busi-
ness systems and customer support functions
for the music industry. He recalls when his son
was in elementary school and released finger-
lings into the creek. In 2002, in his first week
with ODS Companies in Milwaukie, he walked

Saturday, July 15 • 9am-12pm • Free BBQ Lunch

HEIBERG
GARBAGE & RECYCLING

Many thanks to our sponsors!

Johnson Creek First Annual Summer Watershed Wide Event
Connecting Communities Through Stewardship

Get in the Stream of Things!

The Johnson Creek Watershed Council is bringing volunteers
together at four sites in the watershed to help restore
Johnson Creek’s natural functions and beautify our community.
Get your hat and sunscreen ready and join us for a morning
of trash removal and more… in the stream!

For more information and to volunteer, contact
Greg Ciannella or Christine Steele at 503-652-7477
or info@jcwc.org.

JCWC Board Welcomes New Members
across the bridge on 17th Avenue and, seeing a
salmon return upstream, wondered whether it
was from his son’s class. Tim enjoys time on
the water whether sailing or Dragon Boating.
He also enjoys watching his son participate as a
member of his high school Dragon Boat team.

Jason Howard holds a degree in Geology and
is a Project Manager/Geologist for EnviroLogic
Resources, Inc. His work includes environmen-
tal investigation and clean up services, water
resources development and management. He
sits on the City of Gresham’s Environmental
Services Council Advisory Committee and is
an active participant on the Council’s Land Use
Committee. He grew up in Gresham on
Johnson Creek and recently moved back to
make his home in Gresham.

Rosy Mazaika is the Policy and Budget Lead
for the Water Program in the Bureau of Land
Management’s Oregon State Office. Mazaika
holds a M.S. degree in wildlife ecology and an

M.P.A. in Natural Resource Policy and Public
Administration. Currently, she is enrolled in the
Public Policy and Administration Doctoral Pro-
gram at Portland State University. Rosy has
worked on watershed restoration and related
issues since 1994.

David Prause,  a resident of the Johnson
Creek Watershed, has been working with
JCWC in numerous ways to help restore  and
promote awareness of the issues surrounding
the health of the watershed. He has served as
crew leader for several work parties and as the
JCWC representative on the Errol Heights Park
planning process committee. As an active mem-
ber of the Restoration Committee, he re-
viewed and submitted comments on how the
Willamette watershed assessment related to the
JCWC Action Plan. Before moving into the
Johnson Creek watershed in 2003, he partici-
pated in many restoration work parties in
Beaverton Creek.
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JCWC
Annual Meeting
Well Received
By Christine Steele,
Community Outreach Coordinator

May 18, 2006 dawned warm and clear with
Council staff and volunteers a bustle of activ-
ity at the Eastmoreland Golf Course club house.
By 11:30 am, 25-plus guests were ready for the
first of two tours of restoration sites around the
golf course, led by former Watershed Steward-
ship Coordinator Christine Hurst, JCWC Board
of Directors Chair Jeff Uebel, and golf course
Manager, Steve Hoiland.

By noon, nearly 125 partners, stakeholders
and friends were gathered, waiting good-
naturedly for the Johnson Creek Watershed
Council’s inaugural Annual Meeting to kick-
off which Executive Director Michelle Bussard
did by observing that “…this event celebrates
all of our stakeholders and communities
throughout the watershed’s area.”

Board Chair Jeff also recognized those gath-
ered has having been the cadre of companions
that have helped throughout the years to pro-
tect and restore Johnson Creek and presented
the State of the Watershed Report/Annual
Report, entitled Johnson Creek Watershed: A
Decade of Change. The report represents an
important benchmark for the JCWC as the first
opportunity for the Council to truly take stock
of its more than ten-year history as a commu-
nity-based organization working for and within
the watershed. As Michelle Bussard said, “We
have and will always base our work on the best
watershed science and management practices.
And we strongly believe that our watershed, our
city, our region is a place where people, fish
and wildlife can flourish side-by-side.”

Mike Burton, Vice Provost of Portland State
University and former Metro President, gave
an inspired keynote address entitled “Environ-
ment: Perception and Framing the Message”.
With bright sunlight and poor acoustics pre-
senting challenges at the podium, Mike opted
to move to what had been the buffet to share
his remarks. His timely speech focused on the
dismal voter turnout for the recent primary elec-
tion and the need to reach those indifferent
voters with the importance of protecting and
restoring the environment. He lauded the vol-
unteers and Johnson Creek Watershed residents
who, over the years, demonstrated their tenac-
ity in working to restore Johnson Creek.

Board Treasurer Walt Mintkeski accepted
a $5,000 check from Ray Jubitz who along with
cousin Al Jubitz lead Jubitz Family Founda-
tion in their commitment to serving as good

stewards of the environment. And, thanks to
an anonymous underwriter, funds generated
from ticket sales to the event will go directly to
supporting the work of the Council.

In wrapping up the program, Michelle
Bussard presented Christine Hurst, in her last
official day as Watershed Stewardship Coordi-
nator, with a beautifully framed photograph of

Johnson Creek donated by photographer John
Hamil. Michelle expressed the sentiments of
the crowd, who rose to give Christine a stand-
ing ovation, by wishing her all the best in her
new life in Corvallis, and offered the everlast-
ing gratitude and respect of the Council and its
partners for her work for the Johnson Creek
Watershed.

As the luncheon wound down and many
folks headed back to work or home, the sec-
ond crowd of 20-plus gathered to join a tour
of restoration sites, perhaps expressing best the
attitude of the Council and its partners: after
the fun and festivities, there is always more
work to be done.

Jeff Uebel, JCWC board chair, discusses restoration projects at the golf course.

Mike Burton, Vice Provost, Portland State
University, delivers the keynote address

An attentive group of partners and
supporters gathers for lunch and listening.
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Reflecting on State of the Watershed and
Annual Report for the Council, it’s amazing
that since its raw beginnings as a small crew of
individuals, known as the Marching Band,
which eddied into Friends of Johnson Creek
and managed to plunge into the Johnson Creek
Watershed Council, the Council has found its
voice and the respect of its community and
policy makers. Today, the Council enjoys an
effective and dedicated Board, a renowned
Advisory Circle, and a terrific professional staff
team.  It is able to share its creek-side office
space with the community, thanks to the lar-
gesse of Howard Dietrich and Nancy Bishop,
the Council’s preeminent benefactors over the
last decade. This year’s inaugural Johnson Creek
Watershed: A Decade of Change reflected on
many of the projects in the watershed and ac-
complishments of the Council. Here we
present some of those briefly and encourage
you to contact us to get your own copy of the
report.

The Council participates in monitoring
stream conditions, spawning activity, fish pres-
ence and habitat conditions. Spawning
surveys conducted by volunteers are
popular ways to get up close and per-
sonal with Johnson Creek and some of
its highest value fish rearing reaches. Last
fall continued a promising trend of fish
sightings when surveyors found juvenile
coho using Kelley Creek.

The Council sustains its connections to
the watershed community through our ac-
claimed website, tri-annual newsletter,Within
Your Reach, mailed to 1,900 subscribers and a
monthly E-Bulletin that reaches 700 house-
holds. Numerous events and tabling opportu-
nities, our annual Open House and Annual
Meeting, Springwater bike tours and Water-
shed Wide Events keep board and staff con-
nected and present in the community. Our
annual Watershed Wide Event, a fixture after 8
years, has brought more than 2400 volunteers
together to plant thousands of trees and shrubs,
and remove tons of invasive plants and refuse.
Volunteer investments valued at $105,000
annually have helped the Council to leverage
$5 for every $1 invested in our work.

Although riparian zones in the Johnson
Creek Watershed  have been disturbed by land-
use actions and natural events, and frequently
host invasive plants, examples of projects fo-
cused on a range of goals for protecting or cre-
ating fish and wildlife habitat and enhancing
water quality abound. These include long-term
investments in sites such as Gresham Woods,
Johnson Creek Park, Klein Point, Hogan Ce-
dars, East Powell Floodplain, Bundy Natural

Area and Bear Creek. The Council has endorsed
the Natural Areas, Parks, and Streams Bond
Measure and actively advocates for riparian
buffers and other natural resource protections.

Other impediments to healthy habitat are
the small dams, numerous culverts and other
barriers installed over the last century that have
created fish passage barriers throughout the wa-
tershed. Remarkable examples of small dam
removal and correction of fish passage obstruc-
tions can be found in several locations. Ad-
dressing the complexity of fish passage barriers
is time consuming and expensive, but if effec-
tively addressed, this will ensure that salmo-
nids present and returning to the Johnson
Creek Watershed have unhindered access to
healthy spawning and rearing habitat. Taken
together, these actions establish a watershed
approach to protection and restoration while
honoring property rights.

To paraphrase Barbara Kingsolver,
Johnson Creek Water-

shed puts us in our place. In fact, it is our place
and I hope you want to care for all of it as we at
the Council do. It is only by working together
that we can realize our vision of a healthy
Johnson Creek Watershed by balancing the
needs of our society with the needs and limita-
tions of the fish and wildlife that also call this
community home.

For your own copy of the report
contact the Johnson Creek

Watershed Council at
503-652-7477,

email us at info@jcwc.org,
or view it on our website

www.jcwc.org.

The First Annual Report Highlights a Decade of Change
By Michelle Bussard, Executive Director
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Greg Ciannella, Watershed Steward-
ship Coordinator, has spent the last three years
working on natural resource management is-
sues related to invasive plant management,
revegetation, and GIS mapping. Originally from
Chicago and educated at the University of Or-
egon, Greg’s interests lie in watershed man-
agement and ecological restoration. A daily bike
rider and music lover, it’s not uncommon to
find Greg fishing on the Sandy or the Wilson
rivers, hiking the NW, or attempting to kayak.
A minimalist at heart, he recently moved into
the watershed in one trip. We’re glad he’s here.

Christine Steele, Community Outreach
Coordinator, comes to us with an MS in Wild-
life Management from Humboldt State Uni-
versity, with a focus on avian ecology. A self-
described yoga-fiend, she loves backpacking,
hiking, and playing frisbee with her dog. After
years of looking up in the sky for birds, she’s
thrilled to learn more about what’s happening
on the ground, in the creeks, and under the
water.

Marty Urman, Outreach Associate, is a
fly fisherwoman, competes in jumping compe-
titions (on her horse named Upstream, appro-
priately enough), rides a Harley motorcycle
and is an accomplished graphic artist. Her pas-
tel work has had several showings in Portland,
most recently at Capitol Coffee House and
Bistro. Her graphic design skills were instru-
mental in pulling together JCWC’s first annual
report, Johnson Creek Watershed: A Decade of
Change.

Council Welcomes
New Staff

Targeting a
Watershed Invader
By Noah Jenkins, Americorps Invasive Species
Outreach Specialist

Are you a streamside resident in the
Johnson Creek watershed?  Do you live in
Gresham?  If you answered “yes” to both of
these questions, be on the lookout for knot-
weed, a fast-growing, very invasive plant that is
spreading rapidly through the Johnson Creek
Watershed. It grows 10-15 feet tall, has stems
like bamboo and big, heart-shaped leaves, and
gets pretty clusters of small, white flowers start-
ing in July. It may be nice to look at, but it has
the potential to wreak havoc on watershed
health—it’s even been known to out-com-
pete blackberry!

Hot on the trail of this alien menace will be
an EnviroCorps crew, led by AmeriCorps mem-
ber Noah Jenkins. We plan on tracking down
and treating knotweed in Gresham and the
upper watershed over the next year, and we
need your cooperation! If you know you have
this plant on your property, or have seen it in
the watershed, please contact Noah at (503)
652-7477. Spread the word to your friends
and neighbors in the watershed! We have fund-
ing from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement
Board that allows us to offer FREE treatment
of knotweed for landowners. No-cost weed
control; what’s not to like?

Thanks to the participation of hundreds of
watershed residents, we have already surveyed
the upper watershed, and will treat knotweed
there during July. Once this is done, we’ll move
downstream into Gresham, treating known
knotweed stands and looking for others. By
locating and treating all knotweed stands in
the watershed, we will be able to keep this
plant from getting out of control and preserve
wildlife diversity along Johnson Creek and its
tributaries. For more information on knotweed
or about this project, check out our website:
www.jcwc.org/resources/knotweed.htm

Watershed Signs
Mark the Territory
By Marty Urman, Outreach Associate

Have you seen them? The Johnson Creek
Watershed Council is pleased to present a new
group of signs along stream and watershed
boundary crossings. Thanks to the help of our
jurisdictional partners, volunteers and funding
from the ThermoFluids settlement, we now
boast a total of 34 watershed signs. The two-
foot by three-foot teal and white signs are de-
signed to increase awareness of the creek
among community residents.

Many thanks are due. The City of Gresham
approved five signs which were installed by
JCWC Board members Steve Bennett and Gary
Rydout, Multnomah County approved and
installed ten signs, the City of Milwaukie ap-
proved and installed four signs, and the City of
Portland Parks and Recreation Department ap-
proved six signs along the Springwater Corri-
dor Trail. Two of these have been installed to
date and the others will follow upon comple-
tion of the Tideman Johnson Floodplain Res-
toration project.

Since we have received additional funding
from Metro’s Nature in the Neighborhoods
grant program, look for more signs in the wa-
tershed to learn where the boundaries and
crossings are located. If you see any damage or
defacing of our signs, please contact us at
info@jcwc.org.

Board members Steve Bennett and Gary
Rydout install signs in Gresham.

Upper Johnson Creek Watershed

Bike Ride
Saturday September 9

9am to 1pm

Join Jim Labbe, Urban Conservationist with
the Audubon Society of Portland, and Jeff
Uebel, Chair of the Johnson Creek Water-
shed Council, for a bike ride through the
upper Johnson Creek Watershed via the
Springwater Corridor Trail and low-traffic
roads.

We’ll stop at several of the protected and
unprotected natural areas along the trail, tour
Gresham’s new Springwater Community,
and discuss future opportunities to protect
and restore the Johnson Creek Watershed.
Directions and other details will be mailed
to registrants.

To register go to:
www.audubonportland.org
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Stories from the ‘Shed:

Baden and Jo Callister

Johnson Creek is near and dear to my heart.When I was in high school there was a county
youth work program that employed hundreds of Portland boys for the summer. We weren’t
allowed to use power tools, so we all learned how to use two-man saws, axes, polaskis, brush
hooks, etc. We built Oxbow Park, repaired the county graveyards, maintained fishing trails,
and in ’68 cleaned out Johnson Creek in an effort to sto p the annual flooding. Armed with
tetanus shots and hand tools I spent a whole summer knee-deep in that creek clearing out all
manner of things from dead trees to dead cats and everything in between.

We got paid 62.5 cents per hour - which came to exactly $5 a day (before taxes). It wasn’t
much, but it beat working in the berry and bean fields (barely).

The best part was all the wonderful people who lived on Johnson Creek were so glad to
see us that they would bring out lemonade and cookies for us along the way.

’Twas a different world then.

.

Marv Ross, Founder of the Oregon Trail Band and Producer
of “Ghosts of Celilo” wrote to us. This is what he said:

By Michelle Bussard, Executive Director

Born in 1926 on a road named after his
dad, Ernest Callister (because Ernest built it
by heading up the rise with his Model T), Baden
Callister allowed me to snare his memories—
not unlike how he must have strung fish on his
1930’s Johnson Creek creel, a simple 2-foot
long stick, forked at one end and stuck into
one’s belt to free hands eager for the next cast.

Baden grew up “fishing, hunting and just
living on Johnson Creek” with his brother Bob
who “wasn’t much for talking…but he’d take
me along and tell me to just keep quiet.” Bob
started fishing Johnson Creek in 1929, Baden
in 1933; both learned to deftly hook and stow
6 to 17-inch salmon trout on their homemade
creels. Today, Baden and Jo, his wife of 58
years and Gresham high school sweetie, live
within a short radius from their parents’ home-
steads. For Baden, it would be a moment’s
walk to his 10-acre childhood farm and for Jo
a few short miles to what was her parents’ 50-
acre farm, now the Top Dog Racing Track.

Perched on a hump that drains to Johnson
Creek on one side and the Clackamas River on
the other, Baden, Jo, and I sit in their sky blue-
walled living room looking out on a vast pla-
teau gently sloping towards Mt. Hood, on this
day cloaked in cumulus clouds. From my chair,
I look directly at an old painting of an English
springer spaniel, its mouth clamped around a
limp merganser, the artist a distant relative. The
painting evokes solid pride in the hunt and per-
haps generations of family pride in the value of
a good hunting dog, given Baden and Jo’s life-
like chalk portraits of their 6 dogs neatly hung
in their back hall.

Though our conversation rambles, it keeps
cycling back to fishing Johnson Creek. Accord-
ing to Baden, there were two fishing seasons,
one around Thanksgiving, the other in spring.

“Come November-
December,” Baden
said, “we knew if
there was a good
hard rain, 10 days
later fish would be
running. Then, it
wasn’t unusual to
pull 7 to 8-pound
Chum salmon, at
least that’s what we
called them, out of Johnson Creek, but those
ones we’d give to the new people that moved
in from the dustbowl. We didn’t’ think they
were the good eating fish. We figured those
big ol’ reds were laying in the Willamette for a
while waiting for the creek to rise before mak-
ing their way up.” By the time what were most
likely Coho got to the Callister’s stretch of
Johnson Creek, they were a ruby death red
with noses grotesquely askew. But, according
to Baden, “when they showed up we knew
the salmon trout were right behind them and
that’s when if we were done with our chores
we’d grab our fishing poles and go after
them…those Chum would settle right there
in the riffles spawning and those salmon trout
would be going after those eggs. We’d a hook,
wobble it in there and bam, we’d have one
on.”

Still, the best fishing season was in Spring,
“well really, we’d start in February when we’d
get these 7 to 8-inch shiners. Dad loved them.
We’d get 15 to 20 and just throw them in the
sink,” presumably for Cecile, Baden’s mother,
to gut and clean. Most likely they were catch-
ing were smolts swimming in the then clear,
cool waters of Johnson Creek headed down-
stream for the Willamette and beyond. But
the real prize, Baden mused, “was the 10 and
11-inch cutthroats we’d catch with crawdad
tails up under those log jams that would keep

the creek cool. We’d run right home with ‘em
so fast.”

Today it might be a cell phone and soccer
shoes. Back then, the two things Ernest Callister
always made sure his boys had were hooks and
22 caliber bullets; that way he knew that when
times were hard, they would have fresh meat.
And times were not easy. Surrounding their
farm, neighbors had but 4 walls and a dirt floor.
With a few cows, pigs and free range chickens,
Baden figured they were pretty well off even
with all their chores. The one chore Ernest
reserved for himself was milking the cows: ris-
ing before dawn, lighting the wood stove, slip-
ping the bucket off the hook in the pantry and
heading for the barn. Like music notes at dawn,
Baden knew these sounds presaged a warm
kitchen and fresh milk for breakfast.

If fishing was his first love, hunting was his
second and Baden’s skill at getting a ‘head shot
on a chicken’ from the second story window
brought a smile to Jo’s eyes, but pheasants were
his bird of choice. “There was a time when they
were everywhere,” Baden said, but today he’s
sure there’s only one left in Clackamas County.
They call him the Shiny Old Rooster. He fre-
quents their backyard trying in vain to woo a
stuffed chukar that sits on a table just the other
side of a glass enclosure.

Baden is convinced that good friends, like
smolt runs, have disappeared and their memo-
ries can only be invoked. Baden’s best friend
passed over 2 years ago and Baden is sure the
smolts aren’t coming back either. But Baden’s
memory of precious time past is clear and fo-
cused on the simplest of gifts like a pair of wad-
ers he received for Christmas when he was
eleven. It was the one thing he wanted, but
after scouring all Cecile’s hiding places, he was
sure he wasn’t getting them. He’d neglected
to look, however, in the barn where the cows
were milked every morning. On Christmas they
appeared under the tree from out from under
a hay bale; that night Baden curled up next to
his waders, like most of us would sleep with a
precious stuffed animal.

I am loathing leaving the warmth of this
home and its keepers. As I turn to go, Baden
says he has a gift for me. Jo implores me not to
get my hopes up. From behind a couch, Baden
produces a 1930’s Johnson Creek creel – yes,
a simple forked stick that I’m sure is the best in
the evolutionary chain of today’s technically
efficient weight disbursing creels. And though
he’s not catching sea run cuts, smolts or coho
these days or hunting pheasants, I’m pretty
sure the two things he’s made sure his kids
always had besides the strength and love of
two fine parents were bullets and hooks.
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Johnson Creek Watershed Council
1900 SE Milport Rd., Suite B
Milwaukie, OR 97222
phone (503) 652-7477
fax (503) 652-7188
info@jcwc.org

Save the Date!
for the 3rd Annual
Johnson Creek Watershed Council
Open House and Silent Auction

Thursday, September 21, 2006
5:00-8:00 pm
Support Johnson Creek through a donation to the
Silent Auction! Donate your crafts, services, baked goods,
expertise... And of course, all donations are tax-deductible!

For more information please contact Christine Steele at
csteele@jcwc.org, 503-652-7477 or visit www.jcwc.org.

Calendar of
Upcoming
Events

How can you get involved?
• Subscribe to our monthly e-bulletins
• Visit our website at www.jcwc.org
• Subscribe to our newsletter: Within Your Reach
• Share Within Your Reach with a friend
• Attend a board meeting
• Join the Land Use or Restoration committees
• Volunteer for an event
• Make a contribution and become a Friend
   of Johnson Creek

How can you reach JCWC?
• Our website: www.jcwc.org
• Our phone: 503-652-7477
• Our email: info@jcwc.org

July 15, 2006
Summer Watershed Wide Event

September 21, 2006
Open House & Silent Auction

October 2-27, 2006
Friends of Johnson Creek
Campaign

March 3, 2007
Winter Watershed Wide Event

May 17, 2007
State of the Watershed/
Annual Meeting




