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JCWC Migrates to New Spawning Grounds

In 1996, Portland Parks, Portland Environmental Services, Metro and
other federal partners began acquiring land and developing designs for large-
scale floodplain, water quality and habitat restoration projects north of Foster
Road between SE 158th and Jenne Rd.

The Alsop/Brownwood project (referring to the family names of those
who formerly owned large portions of the project area) was originally pro-
posed as single, 50-acre restoration project. The project involves removing fill
and recreating historic meanders in Johnson Creek and Kelly Creek. Because
of the complexity of the project and the cost for design, permitting and con-
struction, the project was broken into smaller projects and will be constructed
in phases as resources are available.

Kelley Creek Project Takes Off

continued on page 7

by Michelle Bussard, Executive Director
After nearly a decade, the Johnson

Creek Watershed Council has moved its
offices from the perch above the Goodwill
Outlet Center, affectionately known as �the
bins�, to a facility just yards from Johnson
Creek. Then, as now, Howard Dietrich
played an instrumental role in securing a
space large enough for the Council�s staff,
boardroom table extraordinaire, library
resources, and extensive tool collection.

Nine months ago over lunch, Howard,
a founding member of the legendary JC
Dippers and donor of the Council�s space,
inquired what my vision was for the Coun-
cil. After talking about how I wanted to
see the Council regionally recognized as
the leader and coordinator of Johnson
Creek Watershed protection, restoration
and education efforts � a vision shared by
the board � I somewhat awkwardly ex-
pressed the desire that the Council�s of-

fices be more physically and promi-
nently accessible to the Johnson
Creek Watershed community.

The response was our new
space, all 10,000 sq. ft. of it, from
which we can watch the creek, imag-
ine, and strive towards new possi-
bilities and futures for the Johnson
Creek Watershed Council. Flooded
in �96, the building, designed by
John Gray (of Salishan Lodge and John�s
Landing) sat nearly empty for 8 years.

That very day of our lunch, Howard
and I walked the darkened corridors of
1900 SE Milport, clicking along concrete
floors long stripped of sodden carpet.
Turning into a board room the size of a
small studio apartment, we watched as a
giant blue heron alit from its post on the
creek bank. The prospect of a southeast
watershed center that would host not only
the Council�s offices but those of other

like-minded civic, service and environmen-
tal organizations began to take form.

In July, staff and volunteers painted
those bare concrete floors a deep cerulean
blue which elicited from Chair Jeff Uebel
the observation that walking in the build-
ing was �like walking on water.� In the
months ahead, we will invite artists to paint
icons and murals on the floors depicting
the macroinvertebrates, fish, wildlife, plants
and places of the Johnson Creek Water-

JCWC Board and staff standing on the bridge
near our new office on Milport Rd.

continued on page 5

by Maggie Skenderian, JCWC Board Member representing the City of Portland 8 Juvenile
Coho found in
Kelley Creek!

turn to page 7
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Education in Action at the JCWC

Education is taking off at the JCWC! Here�s a rundown of
some of the great education projects we�ve been working on

this spring.

Children�s Clean Water Festi-
val, April 16: This annual
event draws over 1000 4th
and 5th grade students to-
gether to learn about the im-
portance of water in our

lives. The JCWC partnered
with the Columbia Slough to

teach watershed health and
stewardship to over 200 students.

Hollydale Earth Day: April 23. The JCWC and
Friends of Trees joined Hollydale Elementary in

celebrating Earth Day by mulching over
400 trees at Gresham Woods. This

is the second year that Hollydale
students have been caring for
this beautiful site near their
school.

Snapshot Monitoring Day:
May 1. As part of a PSU

Capstone class, students orga-
nized this event to help resi-

dents take a sample of water from
their own backyard to be analyzed. For more on

this project, turn to pg 4.

David Douglas Earth Day: May 13. For
their Earth Day festivities, we

joined David Douglas High
School in teaching hundreds
of elementary school children
about the salmon life cycle
and watershed health.

Leach Nature Fair: May 22.
Leach Botanical Garden cel-

ebrated spring with their Na-
ture Fair. Outreach Coordinator

Christine Hurst was there to lead chil-
dren in a fun fish printing activity and answer

questions about stream stewardship.

4-H Wildlife Stewards Summit: May 27.
4-H Wildlife Stewards promote
science learning among youth
and create sustainable wild-
life habitat education sites on
school grounds. This sum-
mit, held at Seth Lewelling
School in Milwaukie,
brought together students
from Wildlife Steward Schools
for a day of learning about ani-
mal habitat. The JCWC taught over
200 children about why watersheds are im-
portant and how to care for them.

Education Newsletter. JCWC intern
Bowen Patterson created It�s All
Within Your Reach, a newsletter
geared toward teachers to assist
them with finding the re-
sources they need to teach wa-
tershed health. To see the
newsletter online, go to
www.jcwc.org. To sign up for
the newsletter, call us at (503)
652-7477.

Sellwood Middle School. The JCWC is work-
ing with Sellwood Middle School to facilitate the
adoption of a streamside property along Crystal
Springs at SE 21st and Tacoma. With the
assistance of JCWC, the school will
take on the responsibility of site
planning, restoration, and
outreach for the project.

The JCWC is excited
about the opportunity to cre-
ate more partnerships with
schools in the watershed. Join
our Community Outreach Com-
mittee, which meets on the third
Wednesday of the month, to be involved and
call us at (503) 652-7477 for more information.
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by Michelle Bussard, Executive Director
Once upon a time along Johnson Creek, the owner of a small

market, Calhoun�s, got angry at the owner of a 2-pump gas station,
Michael�s Flying A. Calhoun�s sold land across the street to Chev-
ron. In retaliation, Michael�s Flying A sold land across the way to
the Johnson Creek Market.

Calhoun�s faded into history. Michael�s Flying A watched as
the Chevron station became Johnson Creek Rental and Jim
Backustaus watched it all as a boy growing up along Johnson Creek
in the Errol Heights neighborhood.

Later, as a young man raising his own boys along Johnson
Creek, he looked on helplessly when Precision Cast Parts devel-
oped their site in the late 1950s over the top of Errol Creek. This
tributary of Johnson Creek was where his father had hooked doz-

ens of trout and fed the
salmon that were thriv-
ing in the small but well
protected, cool tributary.
Jim recalled how
Johnson Creek was thick
with salmon then,
crawdads too. After

around 1960, though, the trout, the salmon, the crawdads had pretty
much disappeared.

It was 1953 when Jim moved with his family to 4411 SE Harney
and began attending Holy Family parochial school. He was maybe
7 or 8 and the WPA had already channeled Johnson Creek.

That sure didn�t stop Jim and his buddies from having fun
though and their antics were as legendary as the feud between
Calhoun�s and Michael�s Flying A. Standing on the Harney Street
Bridge, Jim smiled broadly as he recalled being a boy of about 12,
lashing 4 inner-tubes and a sheet of plywood to make a raft that
would run over the fish ladder and around the bend of Johnson
Creek.

The day they tried, the creek was running exceptionally high
and fast. So fast, he missed grabbing the rope thrown to him and
barely laid flat enough shooting under the bridge to save the skin
off his back before popping out the other side to more friends
waiting to haul him in.

Walking up to the fish ladder, pointing out what was once a
great swimming hole, he laughed remembering his friend skinny
dipping and getting caught by two of the cutest girls in the neigh-
borhood. Jim memorialized his girl, Diane Heathman, by carving a

heart with their initials on
one of the trees on the west
bank of the creek. He says
you can still barely make
out the scar and for once
someone doesn�t mean the
creek.

Snakes and salamanders were rife along the banks and under
the rocks of the creek then. One hot day, Jim caught up with his
buddies catching as many racers and garden snakes as they could.
Joining in the mirth, lest it be discovered he was no friend of snakes,
they filled a cardboard box with the writhing critters. Tiring of
their sport, they left their treasure on a patio. The boys knew they�d

Stories from the �Shed:
Growing up along Johnson Creek in the �50s

�I always wanted to do
something for Johnson

Creek,� Jim said, �because

he did so much for me.�

September 30, 2004
5pm to 8pm

1900 SE Milport Rd, Milwaukie

Open House and
Volunteer Appreciation

Come celebrate with us!

Join us for an evening of live music, excellent food,
a photo and art contest, and fun raffle prizes.

- Gather at our new office and view photos and
artwork depicting Johnson Creek.

- Learn of the great work volunteers have
accomplished for the creek this year.

- Explore our new Johnson Creek Watershed
Resource Center.

Call us at (503) 652-7477 or visit www.jcwc.org
for more information.

continued on page 6

Jim Backustaus
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Volunteer restoration work parties are common in the Port-
land area, but volunteers don�t often get to participate in the moni-
toring of local natural resources. Yet that�s just what happened on
May 1 at the Johnson Creek Snapshot Monitoring Event.

Johnson Creek streamside residents were invited to come out
on a sunny Saturday to one of three collection stations (Tideman
Johnson Park, Brookside Wetland, and Gresham Main City Park)
to get a sample bottle and instructions. They then collected a sample
of creek water from their property, answered questions about the
appearance of the creek, and brought the sample back to be ana-
lyzed. A few weeks later, they received a detailed report of the re-
sults, a �snapshot� of the water quality of Johnson Creek on that
day.

This unique event is the creation of the Student Watershed
Research Project (SWRP), led by Director Stacy Renfro and her
coworker Torrey Lindbo. SWRP guided a group of PSU students
through the exercise for their Senior Capstone Project. The JCWC
joined the team to assist with the one-day event and help distribute
the data report. Shown are some of the findings of the report.

Significant Findings
A total of 32 samples were collected and analyzed. Several ob-
servations stand out:
 32% of monitored sites report invasive species (ivy, blackber-
ries, etc.) as a dominant vegetation.
 Several localized chlorine samples exceed levels toxic to aquatic
life.
 Very high nutrient concentrations (phosphorus and ammo-
nia) were found at one of the sites.
 Water temperature at one site was 18ºC (65ºF), just exceed-
ing water quality standards, which is unusually high for this
time of year.

          

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

                                                       

      

   
   

   
  

   
   

   
   

   
   

       

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

                                                       

      

   
   

  
   

   
   

   
   

   

         

    

    

    

    

    

     

     

                                                       

      

   
   

   
   

  

       

    

    

    

    

    

     

     

                                                       

      

   
   

  
   

   
   

   
   

 

Streamside Residents Participate in Snapshot Monitoring

These four graphs show the average results for each of the samples. The solid

bars represent samples taken from the mainstem of Johnson Creek, while the striped

bars are samples from tributaries. The horizontal line shows the water quality

standard for each indicator. The samples are arranged from closest to the Willamette

(#1) to furthest upstream (#32). Sample #22, which had unusually high levels of

phosphorus and ammonia, was taken from a tributary to Kelley Creek.
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For the past six months the Johnson Creek Watershed Council has been thinking
hard about its future. With so many important and promising projects to take on in the
watershed, the Board and staff constantly wrestle with how to prioritize the work of the
Council. Knowing that a strong organization needs a strong plan of action, Executive Direc-
tor Michelle Bussard hired consultant Bill Bulick of Creative Planning to guide the Coun-
cil through a strategic planning process.

The resulting Strategic Plan was adopted unanimously by the Board on August 18. The
Plan clarifies the vision and roles of the Council and lays out 10 Goals for the next two
years. The entire plan can be found at www.jcwc.org. Below are some excerpts.

Mission
�The Johnson Creek Watershed Council
inspires and facilitates community invest-
ment in the Johnson Creek Watershed for
the protection and enhancement of its
natural resources.�

JCWC�s Vision for the Watershed
�Watershed residents, businesses, and gov-
ernments recognize the value of a healthy
Johnson Creek and are aware that their
actions directly affect the Creek ecosystem.
Because they choose to act as stewards, the
watershed has a resident salmon and steel-
head population, a diverse wildlife habitat
and public recreational corridor along its
entire length, a profitable agriculture sec-
tor which uses state-of-the-art conservation
practices, and a desirable urban living and
commercial environment based on the
most effective watershed protection and
sustainable development practices.�

JCWC�s Vision for the Council
�JCWC is the regionally recognized leader
and coordinator of Johnson Creek Water-
shed protection and restoration efforts. It
is a financially sound, community sup-
ported non-profit organization with a pri-
oritized action plan and innovative staff.
It is lead by an active, involved board rep-
resenting stakeholders interested in protec-
tion and enhancement of the watershed.�

JCWC Plans for the Future

JCWC Goals for the next 18-24 months
Goal 1: Develop a fundraising plan tar-
geting individuals, foundations, additional
governmental sources, and fees for services.
Goal 2: Update the Watershed Action Plan
and define a process for assessing progress
& priorities.
Goal 3: Set goals for board development
and structure, clarification of roles and
working practices.
Goal 4: Select highest priority restoration
projects from the Watershed Action Plan
and define implementation steps.
Goal 5: Develop and implement a public
awareness/education plan that is consis-
tent with the JCWC mission, vision, and
Watershed Action Plan.
Goal 6: Improve information resources in
keeping with Watershed Action Plan goals,
including monitoring needs.
Goal 7: Develop the new facility as a com-
munity resource for watershed action and
public awareness.
Goal 8: Define the need and role for
JCWC volunteers and develop an appro-
priately structured and scaled program to
recruit, train, deploy and reward them.
Goal 9: Identify key advocacy issues in
keeping with the Watershed Action Plan
and currently important issues, challenges
and opportunities for watersheds.
Goal 10: JCWC will be a model of effi-
cient and effective management practices.

shed.
Placed squarely in midst of a

sprawling industrial area sandwiched
between McLoughlin and Milwaukie,
1900 SE Milport Road extends a vi-
sion of how redevelopment of a park-
ing lot can be creek-friendly and illus-
trative of cutting-edge surface water
treatment, of how the grounds can be
naturescaped and school groups can
use the site as field trip destination,
of how community groups can easily
access our tool inventory now located
ground-floor and brilliantly organized
by Council friend Gary Klein.

Graced with a bank of exterior
windows and a large interior court-
yard, every office is assured of and
filled with natural light. The building
itself invites community members to
visit the Council�s Resource Room,
hold meetings in the board room,
even consider holding a special event
here and using the full service kitchen
that opens onto the courtyard.

In the months to come, the
Council will invite the larger commu-
nity to consider whether this is a space
for their civic, service or environmen-
tal organization to share with the
Johnson Creek Watershed Council.
We know it is our home for well into
the foreseeable future and we hope
to make it home to everything that is
about the Johnson Creek Watershed.

The City of Milwaukie welcomed
our arrival with a contribution of
$2,500 for the actual move but addi-
tional funds and donations are
needed to achieve our vision. We in-
vite and encouraged you to share this
vision. Please join us on Sept. 30 for
an Open House. We look forward to
hearing from you and welcoming you
to our new spawning grounds!

JCWC Move
continued from page 1by Becky Tate, Communications and Events Coordinator
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Loren Albert
Sharon Amis
Musette Bakker
William Barnes
Bruce Barnet
Jim Barrett
Joyce Beedle
Steve Bennett
Martha Bixby-Mealy
John Bliss
Jon Bowers
Earl and Donna Brand
Kyla Broderick
Jeff and Debbie Butler
Justin Chalen
Alice Chang
Ethan Chessin
Sage Cohen
Gary Conrad
Shirley Craddick
Craig Cunningham
Paige De Jager
Howard and Nancy Dietrich
Julie DiLeone
Troy Doss
Frank Dreschell
Jim Dryden
Paul Edison
Joe Eichhorn
Kristine Ford

Mark Gamba
John Gibbs
Russell Grate
Dominic Green
Aaron Green
David Hall
Jared Hall
John and Kathleen Hamil
Keri Handaly
Chuck Harrison
Leonard Hauke
Tamara Hull
Teresa Huntsinger
Molly Jaeger
Dale Jamtgaard
Gary Klein
Nicole Koszarek
Elizabeth Kramer
Jim Labbe
Mark and Sara Lajoie
Karl Lee
Wayne Lei
Torrey Lindbo
Jeff Locke
Jason and Wendy Love
Sally Macklin
Zeke Martin
Marianne McClure
Carol McIntosh
Earl Meihihgere

Walt Minkeski
John Nagy
Lindsey Newkirk
Calvin Noling
Lisa and Andrew Otis
David and Elaine Prause
Alex Rate
Stacy Renfro
Gerry Rondo
Alex Rosenthal
Chris Runyard
Gary Rydout
Mike Rysavy
Holly and Ben Shakya
John Simmons
Maggie Skenderian
Nathan Smith
Jim and Julie Stein
Chris Stockner
Mary and Vern Stockwell
Andrew and Sharon Szolnoki
Jerome Todd
Matt Tyson
William Walker
Vera Warren
Seth White
Jay Wilson
Cedar Woodhead
Jason Young
Josi Zegarra

Volunteers are the lifeblood of the Johnson Creek Watershed Council. Without these
dedicated people giving their time over the past six month, there would be no planting
parties, land use testimonies, or ivy and blackberry removals. Thank you volunteers for
caring for the creek!

JCWC Interns and Committees Get the Job Done!
The JCWC has been fortunate in the past few months to have three new interns work-

ing hard on great new projects. Bowen Patterson, Education Intern, came to us from Pomona
College in California and worked on an education database and newsletter. Bowen has
since returned to school, but plans to joins us next spring to help with fundraising.
Kendra Petersen-Morgan, Restoration Intern, is a graduate student at PSU. She is collect-
ing and assessing information about riparian restoration efforts in the watershed. Come to
the Restoration Committee, the first Tuesday of each month, to meet her. Michael Scisco is
our new Land Use Intern and is monitoring several important land use processes and
making recommendations for action to the JCWC. Join Michael, JCWC staff, board and
community members every second Monday of each month at the Land Use Committee.
For more info on joining a committee, call (503) 652-7477 or email info@jcwc.org.

Volunteers make it all possible!

been found out when the box�s dis-
covery was noted by a mom�s blood
curdling scream heard the length of
Johnson Creek.

To this day, Jim loves fishing and
will soon be leaving the �shed for
Maupin to enjoy his home on the
Deschutes. He still visits the neighbor-
hood which is how by serendipity we
met. His reverence, perhaps inherited
from his father, like his trade as an
electrician, was evident as he ex-
pressed the size of the trout once
caught in Johnson Creek, waving his
parallel palms, stretching out farther
and farther, �they were this big! � 18�
easy.� One believes him.

His care for the place extends to
the land around Johnson Creek and
all it came to mean to him as a boy.
As we walked, he pointed out the trees
where they would forage for lunch:
Chinese plums, apples, grapes, cher-
ries and peaches; where they would
dam up the springs and make tempo-
rary mud holes; where they�d walk,
wade and throw dirt clods at the pass-
ing trolleys.

�I always wanted to do something
for Johnson Creek,� Jim said, �be-
cause he did so much for me.�

A new group has formed to help re-
store the wetlands on Errol Creek! If your
interested in learning about the Friends of
Errol Creek, call Louise Shorr at (503)
823-6118.

Do you have a story to tell about grow-
ing up along Johnson Creek? We�d love to
hear it! Please give Michelle a call at (503)
652-7477.

Growing up along

the creek
continued from page 3
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The first phase is construction of the
six-acre Kelley Creek Confluence project,
located between SE 159th and the
Springwater Corridor, where Kelley Creek
meets Johnson Creek. The project will re-
store historic meanders and remove fill to
add important fish habitat and increase the
flood storage capacity.

Permitting to construct the project was
made possible through a Streamlining
Agreement with NOAA Fisheries, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the City of Portland.
Part of the funding was provided by a grant
from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement
Board in partnership with the Johnson
Creek Watershed Council and the Oregon
Dept. of Environmental Quality�s Clean
Water State Revolving Loan Program.

The project will restore more than five
acres of salmonid habitat at the confluence
of Johnson Creek and Kelley Creek. About
24,000 cubic yards of soil will be removed
to create more than 13 acre-feet of flood
storage. New creek meanders will provide

Kelley Creek project takes off
continued from page 1

Once again the JCWC must bid a
fond farewell to Jenna Ringelheim.
Jenna first started working with us as an
AmeriCorp volunteer
in the fall of 2003, and
for the past nine
months has been our
Community Steward-
ship Coordinator.

Jenna has worked
diligently with schools
and community groups
to help them find ways
to connect with
Johnson Creek. From

Jenna�s Leaving Us... Again!
giving presentations to leading resto-
ration work parties, Jenna has been an
integral part of the JCWC team for

nearly two years, and
we will sorely miss her.

Her next steps
will take her to
Medford, MA where
she will be studying
Urban and Environ-
mental Policy and
Planning at Tufts Uni-
versity.

We wish you the
best of luck, Jenna!

an additional 200 feet of cold water
spawning and rearing habitat for steel-
head, cutthroat trout and coho salmon.
Two backwater channels will be added
along Johnson Creek and one on the
new Kelley Creek channel. These back-
water channels will provide wetland
habitat, high flow refuge for fish, and
floodwater storage.

The work includes adding two
acres of wetland and riparian vegeta-
tion. The project was designed by inter-
fluve, inc. and Greenworks. The construc-
tion contractor is Henderson Land Service,
LLC. The project budget is $1.3 million
dollars ($655,000 from OWEB and
$400,000 from the State Revolving Loan
Fund.)

To learn more about this project, call
Maggie Skenderian of Environmental Ser-
vices at (503) 823-5334 or email
maggies@bes.ci.portland.or.us. To get in-
volved in other JCWC restoration projects,
join our Restoration Committee or call
(503) 652-7477 or email info@jcwc.org.

One of the new backwater channels for
Johnson Creek

8 Juvenile Coho found in
Kelley Creek!
by Becky Tate

Eight juvenile Coho salmon, ranging
from 60-85mm in size, where found in
Kelley Creek just upstream from the con-
struction project.

In preparation for the redirecting of
Kelley Creek, City of Portland ESA Pro-
gram staff Cindy Studebaker and Chad
Smith scanned Kelley Creek to capture and
relocate any fish in the area. During this
fish salvage they found numerous dace,
sculpin, shinners, and lamprey, but the
most exciting finds were the young Coho
salmon.

Kelley Creek has long been considered
some of the best fish habitat in Johnson
Creek, but it has been several years since
salmon species have been spotted in the
area. This is a great sign for all the organi-
zations that have been working hard to
restore salmon to this region!

ESA Program staff Cindy Studebaker
looking for fish in Kelley Creek.
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Johnson Creek
Watershed Council
1900 SE Milport Rd, Ste. B
Milwaukie, OR 97222
ph (503) 652-7477
fx (503) 652-7188
info@jcwc.org

A narrow ribbon of green and blue, Johnson Creek is
one of the resources that makes the Portland area a won-
derful place to live. The creek flows 26 miles from its
headwaters near the Sandy River to its confluence with
the Willamette River, passing through four cities and two
counties along the way.

Water that once flowed clear and cold through dense for-
ests and verdant wetlands now travels through neighbor-
hoods, under freeways, and next to parking lots. Historic
salmon and steelhead runs are threatened with extinction,

and the creek suffers from pollution.

Fortunately, there is hope for one of our community�s most
important resources. The Johnson Creek Watershed
Council works with local citizens, agencies, and organiza-
tions to protect and enhance Johnson Creek.

To get involved, call us at (503) 652-7477 or visit us on the
web at www.jcwc.org. Look inside to find out more!

Restoring Johnson Creek
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