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Watershed Wide Event Draws 230 Volunteers
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 Please contact the Johnson Creek Watershed Council
to continue receiving this newsletter. You can also

request to receive the monthly council agenda.
You can always read Within Your Reach online at

www.jcwc.org/news.html

To renew your free subscription to Within Your Reach:

Cliff Cannon (far left, front)  organized the Crystal Springs work party for his
Eagle Scout badge. The planting day was one of eight projects at the fourth
annual Johnson Creek Watershed Wide Event.

On February 2, over 230 volunteers
from all over the Portland Metro Area
converged on eight sites in the Johnson
Creek Watershed for the fourth annual
Johnson Creek Watershed Wide Event.
Volunteers planted over 1300 trees and
shrubs in the watershed.

The event was organized to bring to-
gether a community of people who care
about Johnson Creek, and to make a dif-
ference in the watershed.

The trees and shrubs, all native to the
Willamette Valley, will provide habitat for
fish and wildlife, help improve water
quality, and reduce the amount of storm-
water rushing through the creek.

The event was sponsored by Salmon
Friendly Power through the  Pacific Salmon
Watershed Fund administered by For the
Sake of the Salmon. The Funds’ source is
electricity consumers who sign up for the
to Salmon Friendly Power option and con-
tribute through their utility bill.

Volunteers worked at the confluence
of Johnson Creek and the Willamette
River with the City of Milwaukie and
Gary Klein; at Johnson Creek Park with
Northwest Service Academy; at Crystal

Springs with the Community Watershed
Stewardship Program, Portland Parks, and
Boy Scout Troop 108; at Beggar’s Tick with
Metro; at Brunkow Property with Portland
Parks and Recreation; at Pleasant Valley
Elementary School; at Gresham Woods
with Friends of Trees and the Watershed
Revegetation Program; and at Hogan Ce-

dars with Metro and the City of Gresham.
Other partners were Starbucks, Tazo

Tea, Oregon Screen Industries, Portland
Fruit Company, Great Harvest Bread
Company, New Seasons Market, Safeway,
GI Joes, and others.

Thanks to all those who made the
event successful!

Act now to renew your free subscription
Send e-mail to renew@jcwc.org

Return the sheet printed on page 7
Call David at (503) 239-3932

If we don’t hear from you, your name will be removed

Northshore 2001
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2001 Summit Urges Action

At the 2001 Johnson Creek Sum-
mit, we asked people in the water-
shed what they felt is most needed to
help individuals become more in-
volved in restoring Johnson Creek.
Here’s how they responded:

• Educators need access to transpor-
tation to take kids out in the field

• Good communication between
community and elected officials to
foster understanding. Currently,
elected officials only hear from the
community when people are
angry.

• Need more people to get involved.

• Information on invasive species.

• Tools to educate neighbors.

• Increase access to properties needing
restoration.

• Tap into underutilized resources in
the community.

• Highlight Endangered Species in
Johnson Creek to bring involvement.

• More response from governments
regarding current and future projects.

• Involve more young people.

• Create annual progress report,
including benchmarks and specific
measurements of success.

• Work toward complete ecosystems,
not just fish.

• Cooperation from local nurseries to
reduce invasive species.

• Make a community decision regard-
ing WPA walls.

• Recruit funding for maintenance of
restoration sites.

What Do You Need to Help You Improve Johnson Creek?

Over 100 participants visited the resource fair (above),
attended workshops (left), spoke at the Town Hall meeting
(right), and heard Bill Lang’s lunchtime keynote address.

Your Guide
to Earth Day

Earth Day offers us a chance
to focus our attention on our
natural resources, which are the
foundation of our state’s
economy, a pillar of our com-
munities’ livability, and an icon
of our city’s identity. Earth day
is also a great day to get in-
volved, whether at a fun event
or in working to improve our
environment. Here is a short list
of opportunities for Saturday
April 20:

City Repair Earth Day Village,
Environmental Middle School
(includes Friends of Trees tree
Giveaway)

Gresham Earth Day Fair,
Gresham City Hall.

Powell Butte Nature Park In-
vasive Removal, 9 am to Noon.

Pleasant Valley Concept Plan
Forum, Pleasant Valley Elemen-
tary School, 9 am.

JCWC needs volunteers to staff
festivals at Gresham and Envi-
ronmental Middle School.
Please call if you are interested!

On a rainy Saturday in Octo-
ber, the fourth annual Johnson
Creek Summit convened water-
shed enthusiasts and activists of
many stripes. The participants met
to remove barriers to community
participation in watershed resto-
ration.

Like previous summits, the
2001 summit featured a town hall-
style meeting, issue-specific  work-
shops, a lunchtime keynote ad-
dress, and a resource fair.

Unlike other summits, this
event was organized to get people
involved by encouraging residents
to be Johnson Creek Superstars.
The message was clear that every-
one can participate in improving
Johnson Creek.

The workshops were the high-
light of the 5-hour event, offering
practical information on getting in-
volved. The ten workshops in-
cluded How to Lead a Volunteer
Project, The How Why and When
of Restoration, Revegetation Work-
shops, and Carrots for Citizens.

The theme of action was carried through the
town hall (see below), and keynote speaker Bill
Lang of PSU gave a stirring talk on our histori-
cal relationship with rivers as a source of life
and livelihood.

The 2001 Summit was supported by the Fed-

eral Emergency Management Agency, the Cit-
ies of Portland, Gresham, and Milwaukie, Mult-
nomah and Clackamas Counties, Precision
Castparts Corporation, East Side Plating, J.
Frank Schmidt Nursery, Oregon Worsted,
Greenworks, Pacific Salmon Watershed Fund,
Ben-Ko-Matic, and Wichita Feed and Hardware.
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Plants: Tackle Invasive Species Early

Plants are a critical element of
Johnson Creek’s ecosystem. They
provide shade for the creek,
intercept rain, provide habitat for
animals and fish, and prevent
erosion.

As spring warms the air and soil,
the plant world comes alive. Indian
plum is one of the first native plants
to bloom, while elderberry is
notorious for its early leaf buds.
Snowberry, which keeps its berries
all winter, is leafing enthusiastically
in front of the Watershed Council
office.

But these native trees and shrubs
aren’t the only plants which benefit
from the longer days and warmer
weather. Invasive species such as
Himalayan blackberry, English ivy,
and reed canary-grass also begin to
break bud in the spring months.
These plants have been introduced
to this area and tend to invade
natural areas where they take over,
forming thick stands. These plants
tend to prevent other plants from
becoming established, which means
that there is  a less diverse source of
habitat for our many wildlife
species.

Now is a great time to take on
invasive species. The longer they are
allowed to grow, the stronger,
thicker, and more resilient they will
become, and the longer they will
prevent the growth of native species.

Please contact the Johnson Creek
Watershed Council to request
copies of Noxious Weeds: A Guide to
Invasive, Non-Native Plants and/or
Northwest Native Plants:
Identification and Propagation.

Himalayan Blackberry - Rubus discolor
Thorny, common cane produces tasty black

berries and grows as much as 4 inches per day in
summer. They prefer bright sun.

Control: Cut at least once per year for at least
three years to give native plants a chance to shade
the blackberries out. Digging the roots out is more
effective over the long run. Remove cut vines from
the site to avoid re-sprouting.

Reed Canary-grass - Phalaris arundinacea
A tall perennial grass which grows

in wetlands, ditches, and other wet
areas. It grows over 5 feet high in
thick stands.

Control: The only long-term
control strategy is to establish a native
tree canopy to shade the grass. Plant
large cotton wood or alder trees and
keep the grass cut low.

English Ivy - Hedera helix
English Ivy is one of the most commonly seen invasive

plants. A popular  decorative ground-cover, birds spread
this pernicious weed to shady forests, where it grows into
a thick mat. The ivy prevents second-generation trees and
undergrowth from establishing.

To remove ivy from trees, simply cut the vines at ankle
and chest-height. Pulling the vines out may break off
branches or strip the bark, damaging the tree. On the
ground, pull up the ivy and dig out the roots.

Purple Loosestrife - Lythrum salicara
This wetland flower is also a popular garden flower,

even though it is illegal to sell, transport, and propagate
the plant in Oregon due to its invasive quality. The plant
crowds out native wetland plants which wildlife depend
upon, and it provides no known habitat functions.

The surest removal technique is hand-digging and
replacement with native plants. All parts of the plant must
be bagged and burned or transported to a landfill. Control
with a European beetle has also been successful.

Information from Noxious Weeds by King County Dept. of Public Works

Joseph M. DiTomaso

Carri Benefield, California
Dept. of Food & Agriculture
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Interested residents in Pleasant Valley
are coming together to explore ways of
protecting and enhancing the natural re-
sources in the area.  A series of three Wa-
tershed Workshops are being held at the
Pleasant Valley Grange Hall during the
months of January, February, and March.
The purpose of these workshops is for
community members to share their val-
ues and to explore interest in working to-
gether to address natural resource issues.

The series of workshops is a three-step
process designed to share information, to
set goals, and to build community.  The
three workshops are entitled “Where are
we now?” “Where do we want to be?”,
and “How are we going to get there?”

Over 30 people attended the first
workshop in January.  A list of shared val-
ues was produced by the group, includ-
ing clean air, wildlife, and wild areas.
David Reid of the Johnson Creek Water-
shed Council and James Allison of the
Bureau of Environmental Services were
also on hand to present information to
the group regarding the watershed and
the importance of protecting and enhanc-
ing the natural resources.

The February workshop, entitled
“Where do we want to be?” focused on
brainstorming for ways to work as a com-
munity to protect and enhance the values
listed during the first workshop.  Nearly
30 people participated in developing a list
of objective, including ecoming more in-
formed, creaing a stronger sense of com-
munity, and planting trees and protecting
resources. This workshop generated a list
of potential projects that community mem-
bers can work on together.

The March workshop, entitled “How are
we going to get there?” will focus on ways
to work together, to identify potential re-
sources, and to accomplish the objectives set
in the second workshop. By this time, it is
hoped there will be a list of potential projects
and a core group of interested individuals
ready to “get their hands dirty.”

This effort to bring people together is a
partnership between the Pleasant Valley
Neighborhood Association, the Johnson
Creek Watershed Council, Portland’s Bu-
reau of Environmental Services, and the
Grange.  For more information, please con-
tact the JCWC office at 503-239-3932.

article by AmeriCorps member Derek Shugart

Pleasant Valley Residents Gather for Watershed Workshops Court Decision Puts Lents
Renewal in Fiscal Limbo

Pleasant Valley Steering Committee Adds Employment Acres as Plan Nears Completion
On March 6, the Pleasant Valley Steering Committee made

adjustments to the Pleasant Valley Concept Plan map, adding
61 acres of employment land (area with vertical lines on the
map to the right) and adding a stream crossing over “Saddle
Creek” near Pleasant Valley Elementary School while agreeign
to disconnect Foster and Richey Roads in the confluence area.

The Steering Committee is comprised of valley residents,
representatives from jurisdictions including Metro, Portland,
Gresham, and Happy Valley, and others. The Concept Plan
provides a guide to the future development of the valley, which
may eventually provide approximately 5000 housing units and
4600 new jobs, not counting work-at-home jobs.

The implementation strategy reports are the next step in
the process, and the Johnson Creek Watershed Council will
continue to provide input to ensure the best possible plan for
the watershed’s health.

The Pleasant Valley Concept Plan area includes most of the
watershed of Kelley Creek, which feeds into Johnson Creek.
The subwatershed is considered one of the best opportunities
for salmon recovery in Johnson Creek.  The Restoration Com-
mittee of the Johnson Creek Watershed Council is currently
evaluating potential projects to improve fish and wildlife habi-

The Portland Development Commis-
sion, responding to a recent decision by the
Oregon Supreme Court, will indefinitely
suspend some urban renewal projects in
Lents.  The court decision restricts how
governments use tax increment financing,
PDC’s major funding vehicle. Please visit
the Lents Urban Renewal website at
www.lentstowncenter.org for more infor-
mation.

Business and Industry Take
Restoration Leadership Roles

East Side Plating and ODS Health
Plans are getting involved in watershed res-
toration. East  Side Plating has engaged in
significant revegetation along Johnson
Creek’s bank, and JCWC is currently work-
ing with ODS on planning revegetation
and fish habitat projects in Milwaukie.

Foster to Close for Fish Fix
Foster Rd. will be closed at 159th for

nearly five months as the road is straight-
ened and a  culvert which is blocking fish
passage into Kelley Creek is replaced.

tat and water quality in the Kelley Creek watershed.
The next meeting of the Pleasant Valley Steering Committee

will be April 4, 2002 at 7pm at Gresham City Hall. There will be
a community forum at Pleasant Valley Elementary School on
Saturday, April 20. For more information, please visit
www.ci.gresham.or.us or call Jonathan Harker at (503) 618-2502.
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Fish Sightings
Longtime watershed

residents tell of the days
when fish were so plen-
tiful in Johnson Creek
that one could cross the
creek on the backs of the
steelhead. Due to loss of
habitat, degraded water
quality, and other fac-
tors, salmon and steel-
head are now in danger
of extinction. In fact,
some people have a hard

time believing that there are any fish left in
Johnson Creek.

Fortunately, we have had some luck spot-
ting fish this year. Intrepid JCWC
AmeriCorps folks Derek Shugart and Jesse
Abrams spotted this cutthroat trout in Pleas-
ant Valley in February (above). The adult
male coho on the front page was spotted at
the dam just upstream of Tideman-Johnson
Park in October. In January, steelhead were
sighted near Hogan Rd. in Gresham.

Majestic Heron
The Great Blue Heron pic-

tured at right was spotted at
Reed Lake, and another sighting
occurred at the ravine on the
13th hole at Westmoreland golf
course. Both sites are recent res-
toration projects. Herons fre-
quent riparian areas, hunting for
frogs and fish. The presence of
the heron may indicate that  the
projects have successfully re-
stored some natural conditions.

Wood Ducks Recover
Johnson Creek is fortunate to be home to

Wood Ducks, which were once on the brink
of extinction. These beautiful waterfowl were
once the victim of over hunting  for plumage
and food. They also were the victims of habi-
tat loss, as the standing dead trees they de-
pend on for nesting were removed from
stream banks.

Today, thanks to limitations on hunting
and habitat restoration projects, Wood Ducks
are once again thriving in the Johnson Creek
Watershed. The Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden is a great place to view wood
ducks and many other waterfowl, including grebes, coots, and mallards. The Garden
is located at 28th and SE Woodstock in Portland, and is open from dawn to dusk
every day.

Since standing dead trees are still relatively rare, wood duck boxes are an impor-
tant component of the wood duck’s continued survival. Call or e-mail the Johnson
Creek Watershed Council for simple instructions for building wood duck boxes.

Restoration in Your Reach
As spring brings leaves to the trees and

shrubs, the planting season winds to a close.
This planting season has been very busy for
the Johnson Creek Watershed Council, which
participated in 22 work parties.

In addition to the work of the JCWC,
many other partners have worked for the ben-
efit of Johnson Creek at several different sites.

Gresham Woods
JCWC worked with Friends of Trees, the

Watershed Revegetation Program, and the
City of Gresham to plant over 2000 native
trees and shrubs on this 16-acre site to supple-

ment the 21,000 plants put in by pro-
fessional workers. Volunteers partici-
pated in three work days organized by
Friends of Trees.

Tideman-Johnson Park
JCWC worked with the Inner City

Youth Institute to remove invasive spe-
cies and plant native understory in this
popular creekside park. Northwest Ser-
vice Academy’s AmeriCorps program
and the Watershed Revegetation Progam
also planted in Tideman-Johnson this
season.

Other sites and other Partners
Brookside - Hands on Portland
JCWC Office - Sustainable Communities

Northwest
Crystal Springs - PGE, Troop 108
Pleasant Valley Grange
Pleasant Valley Elementary School
Butler Creek/Willowbrook Pond - City

of Gresham
Reed College Canyon - Community

Watershed Stewardship Program
Brookside Apartments
Johnson Creek Commons

Please feel free to call us for more
information about any of these projects.
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Council to Lead Watershed Action Plan

Within Your Reach is a quarterly publication of the Johnson Creek
Watershed Council. Reproduction or reprinting of any kind  is allowed
by permission only. For duplicates or to be removed from the mailing
list, please contact the Johnson Creek Watershed Council: (503) 239-
3932, PO Box 82584, Portland, OR 97282, info@jcwc.org

This issue edited and designed by David Reid. Articles by David
Reid except as otherwise noted.

Blackberry warriors: Cub Scouts, parents, and other
volunteers battled invasive Himalayan blackberry at
Pleasant Valley Elementary School on December 1.
The site was planted during the Watershed Wide Event.
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name

address

city, state, zip

phone e-mail

Renewal

New membership

The Johnson Creek Watershed Council formed in 1994  and
established non-profit status in 2001. The purpose of the Coun-
cil is to bring residents, local governments, and organizations to-
gether to take a pro-active approach to addressing watershed man-
agement issues in the Johnson Creek Watershed.  The Council’s
mission is to inspire and facilitate community investment in the
Johnson Creek Watershed for the protection and enhancement
of its natural resources.

The Johnson Creek Watershed Council is a voluntary, non-
regulatory group that works to unite diverse interests to improve
watershed health.  The Council makes recommendations to deci-
sion-makers, landowners, and managers on ways to protect and
enhance Johnson Creek watershed resources.

Set within a growing and thriving metropolitan area, the
Johnson Creek Watershed is at the center of a dynamically chang-
ing region of the country.  In the upper watershed, its lowlands-
-historically and still prevalently agricultural-are giving way to
increased residential and industrial development.  As the popula-
tion and economic base of the region has grown, stresses on the
Johnson Creek Watershed have increased.  In order to foster a
biologically healthy and functional resource, while still support-
ing the economy of the region, active stewardship of the water-
shed is essential.

Watershed health is achieved through the active stewardship
of the water, soil, plant, animal, air, and human resources in the
watershed. Ignoring the health of the watershed will result in long-
term degradation of the environment, local economy, public health
and safety, and quality of life for which this region is known.
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We may occasionally share our mailing list with organizations that may be of interest to you.
If you wish NOT to have your name shared, please check here.

I would like to receive Within Your Reach by mail

I would like to receive Within Your Reach by e-mail

$25 Cutthroat

$50 Steelhead

$100 Coho

$500 Chinook

$____ Other

My employer will match my gift
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March 30 Sellwood Planting, SE 21st and Spokane, 9am to 12pm. Call Jami: 823-5748

April 13 Blackberry removal at Crystal Springs, 10am to 12pm.

April 20 Celebrate Earth Day! See Events guide on Page 2

April 20 Pleasant Valley Community Forum, Pleasant Valley Elementary School, 9am

April 18 Watershed Storytelling with Ed Edmo, Reed College, 6pm to 8pm

April 16 Council Board Meeting, Reed College Vollum Rm 110, 6 - 8:30 pm

April 25 Muddy Waters Restoration Workshop, 6pm to 8pm. Call Jami: 823-5748

May 18 Maintenance day at Confluence, 9am to 12pm.

May 21 Council Board Meeting, Reed College Vollum Rm 110, 6 - 8:30 pm

June 5 Fish passage tour: crystal springs and Reed College

June 8 Springwater Corridor Bike trip
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April
13 Crystal Springs Work Party: Invasive removal and

planting, 10 am to noon
16 JCWC Board Meeting, Reed College Vollum

110, 6 to 8:30pm
20 Earth Day Celebrations! See page 2
20 Pleasant Valley Community Forum, Pleasant

Valley Elementary School, 9am
25 Muddy Waters Restoration Conference

May
11 Springwater Corridor bike ride, TBA
16 JCWC Board Meeting, Reed College Vollum

110, 6 to 8:30pm
18 Maintenance day at Willamette Confluence, 9am

to noon
June

5 Fish passage tour, Crystal Springs Rhododendron
Garden, 6pm to 8pm

8 Springwater Corridor Bike Ride, 10am-1pm
Gresham Main City Park

Calendar of Events Volunteer Opportunities
See calendar for opportunities at restoration
projects.
Committee positions are now available. Help
improve conditions in Johnson Creek and learn
valuable skills:

Fundraising: Help ensure that JCWC can continue
to provide the programs and services described in
this newsletter. Hone your writing and editing skills,
and learn how to submit grant proposals

Restoration: Work with others to identify, plan, and
implement projects to improve Johnson Creek.

Public Involvement: Plan fun events and education
programs to increase public awareness of watersehd
issues and JCWC.

Land Use/Advocacy: Review land use permit
applications, and participate in planning efforts to
secure long-term success of restoration and
education efforts.
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