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 At the Auction, I appreciated learning 
more about some of the Council’s partners, the 
cities of Portland, Gresham, and Milwaukie, 
which the Council honored as “Keepers of 
the Creek.” I especially enjoyed hearing 
directly from the Council’s partners about 
the many roles that the Council fulfills in the 
watershed: fostering stewardship, facilitating 
community discussion, and mobilizing 
restoration efforts. The evening led to my 
deeper understanding of what the Council 
and its partners have achieved. I feel proud to 

be part of these efforts 
as we move forward 
together. 
   In early December, 
we will begin our an-
nual Friends drive. The 
Friends drive, like our 
Silent Auction, is an 
opportunity for com-
munity members to be-
come involved with the 
Council.  Every year, we 
mobilize hundreds of 
volunteers to reconnect 
with the creek through 

community restoration 
projects. Our K-12 educational programs 
foster the next generation of environmental 
stewards. Our on-the-ground restoration 
creates additional habitat that we hope will 
ensure that our children’s children can see 
the salmon return to Johnson Creek.  And 
as I said before, we couldn’t do what we do 
without your support and involvement.  

Warm Regards,

Matt Clark

A publication of the Johnson Creek Watershed Council
reach: a) a portion of a stream or river b) an extent, esp. of knowledge or comprehension

Within Your Reach
Volume XV, No.3Fall 2007

 Terry and Shari Bradshaw purchased an 
eight acre Christmas tree farm seven years ago 
in Pleasant Valley, now incorporated into the 
City of Gresham.  Meandering through their 
property is Kelley Creek, a major tributary to 
Johnson Creek. At one point along the creek 
there was a six foot water control structure 
with two culverts creating a 200 x 85 foot 
pond fed by Kelley Creek. This water control 
structure was a major barrier to fish passage, 
and the pond it created had poor water quality 
and lacked a good riparian canopy. Beyond 
the fish passage and water quality problem, 
the concrete water control structure was 
failing and falling apart. Since the pond was 
aesthetically important to the Bradshaws, 
they solicited the Watershed Council and 
other folks five years ago to understand how 
to address this problem.  
 Kelley Creek supports the best remaining 
aquatic habitat in the Johnson Creek basin 
and was identified in the Johnson Creek 
Watershed Action Plan as a key site to prioritize 
enhancement and restoration efforts. In 
addition, fish monitoring conducted by the 
City of Portland and Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife state that Kelley Creek has 
the most abundant populations of native fish 
for any tributary in the Johnson Creek basin 
that includes coho, chinook, steelhead, and 
cutthroat trout. 
 The planning process took several years, 
and after many alternatives were considered 
by the technical team, led by Tetra Tech 
Inc., a design was agreed upon. The final 

Habitat Improvement:

Kelley Creek Gets
A Makeover
Greg Ciannella, Stewardship Coordinator

Council Welcomes New Director

Here’s how far we S–T–R–E–T–C–H your dollars
$35
50 plants 

provide streambank 
stabilization and 

habitat for wildlife

$75
Two 3 hour fieldtrips

for a school group 
to participate in a 
restoration project

$150
  100 native plants 

and 5 shovels
for revegetating 

along streambanks

$500
1 dumpster, 10 loppers 

& 10 pairs of gloves
for invasive 

plant removal

$1000
500 native plants, 

equipment, supplies 
and crew leaders for 5 

restoration work parties 

Continued on page 2

Matt, Abby and baby Rowan 

 As the Council’s new Director, I’d like 
to introduce myself to the Johnson Creek 
Watershed community. I grew up in Portland, 
attending Oregon Episcopal School. After 
college, I lived for two years in Honduras 
as a Peace Corps volunteer.  It was this 
experience, working to provide potable water 
to rural communities that cemented my 
interest in community-based natural resource 
management.  After Peace Corps, I attended 
Yale University where I earned a Master’s 
degree in Environmental Management 
and met my future wife, 
Abby Sarmac. For the next 
severa l years, I worked 
for t r iba l governments ; 
one in New Mexico, one 
in Pendleton, Oregon, on 
water management and 
stream restoration issues.   
I’m thr i l led to be with 
the Council. I’m looking 
forward to bui ld ing on 
former Director Michelle 
Bussard’s legacy: expanding 
the Council’s capacity and 
relevance as a leader in 
community-based restoration 
and stewardship.    
  The Council recently hosted its annual 
Silent Auction with more than one hundred 
supporters, collaborators, and friends enjoying 
an evening of music, conversation, and of 
course, bidding on wonderful Auctions items.  
Financially, the Auction was a great success, 
raising over $10,000 — $4000 more than 
last year — to support the Council’s outreach, 
education and restoration programs.   I’d like 
to thank all – and it truly was a community 
effort – who made the Auction successful.  
We couldn’t have done it without you.  
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 The Johnson Creek Watershed Council 
celebrated its 4th annual Silent Auction in 
October. This year’s event was held at the 
historic Paesano Club in Cedarville Park 
in Gresham, along the banks of Johnson 
Creek. The festive venue provided the 
perfect setting for the event which featured 
Foghorn Stringband, beer from Widmer 
Brewing Company, regional wines, seasonal 
hors d’oeuvres and of course, the Silent 
Auction. Well over 100 people attended to 
eat, drink and bid on more than 80 donated 
items. Over $10,000 was raised which will 
go toward streamside restoration, education 
and outreach programs. 
 The auct ion theme celebrated the 
“Keepers of the Creek” which included 

design included a much smaller pond, 
separated by an earth berm, with a new 
creek channel connecting the upstream and 
downstream ends. The goals for this project 
were to improve fish passage, water quality, 
in-stream habitat, and riparian conditions 
while adhering to the landowner’s  aesthetic 
vision for their property.  
 This past summer, the Johnson Creek 
Watershed Council hired Henderson Land 
Services, LLC to build the final design in 
the Bradshaw’s backyard. For three and a 
half weeks construction crews worked hard 
removing the deposited silt on the pond 
bottom, deconstructing and hauling off the 
concrete water control structure, and building 
a 400 foot long creek channel with a series of 
twelve pools and riffles including large woody 
debris with root wads buried into the bank. 
An earth berm was created along a portion 
of the channel to separate the pond feature 
that was retained. With a granular core, the 
berm was engineered to withstand a 100 year 
flood event while still allowing vegetation to 
establish. Revegetation by the Council of the 
entire site will take place this winter when it 
is optimal to plant native plant species. Kelley 
Creek now flows freely through the Bradshaw 
property.      
 This project served as a demonstration 
for other property owners who have in-
line ponds, of which there are many in 
the Johnson Creek basin. Not only did we 
increase the natural resource function and 
fish passage for Kelley Creek, we also created 
an educational tool demonstrating what 
landowners with in-line ponds can consider 
in the future.  

For more information about this project, con-
tact Greg Ciannella at greg@jcwc.org.

“Keepers of the Creek” honored at Auction
presentations from Matt Clark, the new 
Executive Director; Michelle Bussard, our 
departing Executive Director; Milwaukie 
Mayor James Bernard; Gresham City Council 
President Shirley Craddick, and Jeremy Van 
Keuren from Mayor Potter’s office at the City 
of Portland. The three city representatives 
discussed their ties to Johnson Creek and the 
ways their communities support stewardship 
projects in the watershed. 
 Auction items included several overnight 
packages at the coast and in the mountains, 
restaurant, food, coffee and wine certificates, 
home cooked mea l s  complete w ith 
entertainment, sports equipment from bike 
shops, REI and Patagonia, a Rose Garden 
suite at a Trailblazer game, original artwork, 

jewelry and photography by local artists, 
garden baskets and certificates from local 
nurseries, massage, acupuncture and reiki 
treatments, golf games, horseback riding 
lessons, a wine cabinet with a case of wine, 
handmade furniture, and much more. The 
bidding was fast and furious in the two hour 
window. A full list of donors is included on 
page 3.
 Thanks to the hard work and dedication 
of the Auction Committee, the Board of 
Directors,community volunteers, and donors 
and staff, the annual event raised more money 
than in previous years. Thanks are also due to 
Club Paesano for donating half their fees in 
exchange for streambank restoration within 
Cedarville Park.

Kelley Creek Makeover
Continued from page 1

The planning process considered aesthet-
ics, water quality and fish passage issues

Excavation of silt and deconstruction of the 
water structure required big machinery

Crews laid pipe to divert the flow of water 
from the creek to the pond

The creek channel is separated by an earth 
berm that can withstand a 100 year flood

Pools and riffles replace the culverts that once 
blocked fish passage through the property

The goals for this project 
were to improve fish passage, 

water quality, in-stream habitat, 
and riparian conditions while 
adhering to the landowner’s  

aesthetic vision for their property.  
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Noah Jenkins, Education and Research 
Associate
 
 We have them in sight:  the Vegetal Axis 
of Evil.  The species in question—knotweed 
and yellow flag iris—are highly aggressive 
along streams, choking out native vegetation 
and degrading habitat. Their rapid spread in 
recent years demanded action; as a basin-
wide problem demanding work with public 
and private landowners, it was a project with 
“Watershed Council” written all over it.  
Thanks to the cooperation of hundreds of 
landowners throughout the watershed over 
the past two years, the JCWC’s work has 
resulted in many new relationships, a deeper 
understanding of the watershed…and a lot 
of dead weeds!
 The Council approached creekside 
landowners through mailings, presentations, 
and door-to-door visits. More than 500 
landowners participated directly in the 
project, including nursery owners, private 
residents, and business owners. The Council’s 
field crews surveyed nearly all of the mainstem 
of Johnson Creek, as well as over 50 miles of 
tributary streams. We found a total of 655 
creekside knotweed stands, infesting roughly 
480 acres on 134 private lots and land owned 
by Metro and the Cities of Portland and 
Gresham. Iris was found infesting over 100 
acres in the watershed.
 The Council received permission to treat 
645 knotweed stands. Based on regional 
control guides, we primarily treated these 
via stem injection of an herbicide approved 
by NOAA Fisheries for use near water, 
with some spraying of smaller stems. In all, 
field crews treated 68,011 knotweed stems 
(whew!). We also treated about 70 acres of iris 
by a combination of injection and spraying.  
In addition, we were able to observe much 
of our 2006 work this year; overall treatment 
success is nearly 90%!

Matt Koozer
Nancy Kraemer
Leslie Labbe
Jim Labbe
Dan Laffitte
Mads Ledet and Ivy Schlegel
Karl Lee
Amy Lewis
Joe Liebezeit
Bruce MacGregor
Dean an Deb Marriott
Annette Mattson
Lee McKnight
Katie Meckes
Metro 
Gary Michael
Jim Middaugh
Vicki and Walt Mintkeski
Mirador Community Store
Naomi Montgomery
Dana Murray
Eric Nagle
John Nagy
Marianne and Tom Nelson
Northwest Flyfishing 
 Outfitters
Oregon Electric Railway 
 Historical Society
Oregon Watershed 
 Enhancement Board
Rod Park
Patagonia
Kim Peoples
PGE
Julie Piluso
Carla Piluso
Pix Patisserie
Plate & Pitchfork Farm 
 Dinners
Portland Nursery
Portland Parks and Rec
Portland Roasting Co.
David Prause
Traci Price
Michael Reardon
Reed College Biology Dept
REI
Rejuvenation Day Spa
David Roth
Carol and Jim Rulla
Sue Runoala
Gary Rydout
Mary Ann Schmidt
Schondecken Coffee 
 Roasters
Peter Schoonmaker
Scovare Expeditions, Inc.
Sellwood Cycle Repair
Sellwood Pet Supply
Paul Shirey
Maggie Skenderian
Soap Box Enterprises
Sportsman’s Warehouse
Squirrel Heights Gardens
Mike Stacey
Erik Stanfill
Candace Stoughton
Stubborn Jewelry Design
Avalyn Taylor
The Illahee Society
The ODS Companies
Jerome Todd
Terry Toedtemeier
Tropical Salvage
Yvette Uber
Jeff and Lesli Uebel
Marty Urman
Jeremy Van Keuren
Wallace Books
Katy Weil
Kelsey Wirtzfeld
Mary West
Widmer Brewing Company
Willamette Riverkeepers
William Wilson Architects
Cindy Workman
Melissa Yeary
Susan Ziolko
Dan Zollenberg

Audubon Society 
 of Portland
Kathy Balogh
Bob Beckel
Steve Bennett
Steve Berliner
Jim Bernard
Bike Gallery
Nancy Bond
Bosky Dell Natives
Terry Bradshaw
Breitenbush Hot Springs
Brooklyn Community 
 Acupuncture
Brett Brownscombe
Bill Bulick
MichelleBussard
Carlynn Capps
Caprial’s Bistro
Daniela and Bob Cargill
Darlene and Don Carlson
Dan Carter
Anthony Cast
CH2M HILL
Chrisman Frames
Tom Christ and 
 Mary Kyle McCurdy
City of Gresham
City of Milwaukie
City of Portland
Janet and Ed Clark
Matt Clark
Club Paesano
Robin and Donna Cody
Ralph Coleman
Carlotta Collette
Concentrates, Inc.
Tim Cooper
Shirley Craddick
Cypress Day Spa
Fran Dagget
Lee and Paul Dayfield
John Diaz
Tam Driscoll
East Multnomah Soil
 & Water Conservation 
 District
Mary Edmeades
Sara Ennis
Byron Estes
Liz Field
Therese Fisher
Flat Creek Garden Center
Found & Rewound
John Frewing
Louise  Frewing
Friends of Forest Park
Gardensmith Landscaping
Gino’s Restaurant
Marlene Gleason
Grand Central Baking Co.
Dave Green
Green Home Publishing
Lynn Greenwood
Gresham Bicycle Center
Kasandra Griffin
Rick Hafele
Keri Handaly
HandzOn Creations
Carolyn Hargis
Jamie Lynn Harris
Mark Heimann
Kathy Henton
JoAnn Herrigel
Higgins Restaurant
Tracy Hokanson
Mike Houck
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Christine Steele, Outreach Coordinator

 Parking spaces become public parks; at 
least that’s the idea of Park(ing) Day, an 
event that started in San Francisco. William 
Wilson Architects worked with several other 
firms to develop a Park(ing) Day here in 
Portland on September 21, themed as an 
“Oregon Breakroom”. The group occupied 
two parking spaces on SW Salmon and SW 
Eleventh Avenue and created areas for people 
to sit down, play games and relax, all while 
enjoying local coffee. Donations of native 
plants from Portland Nursery softened the 

 This project was not only highly successful 
in its own right, but was also an effective way 
to begin a dialogue with streamside residents, 
and provided the Council the opportunity 
to discuss good streamside stewardship 
practices. Many thanks go to the Council’s 
partnering organizations, including the East 
Multnomah SWCD, Clackamas SWCD, 
Metro, the Nature Conservancy, AmeriCorps 
(NWSA and LINKS) and the cities of 
Portland and Gresham, as well as to all the 
landowners whose cooperation helped make 
this project possible.  And, of course, thanks 
to all those who support the Council and its 
work in the watershed.

asphalt and cement surroundings. Anne 
Bedney, of William Wilson Architects, 
contacted the Johnson Creek Watershed 
Council to donate the native plants to us, 
once Park(ing) Day was over. These native 
shrubs will be planted this winter at a just-
completed restoration in Gresham at Kelley 
Creek, stabilizing reconstructed creek banks 
and slowing and filtering stormwater. (See 
Kelley Creek article in this issue.)
 Many thanks to our friends at William 
Wilson Architects! 

Plants do double duty at Park(ing) Day 

Invasive Weed Work a Major Success

Many Thanks to 
Our Donors
May-October 2007

August 2006: Knotweed patch on Johnson 
Creek is treated by the field crew

October 2007: The canes are dead, while sur-
rounding vegetation is still healthy.
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Johnson Creek Watershed Council
1900 dSE Milport Road, Suite B
Milwaukie, OR 97222
phone: 503.652.7477
fax: 503.652.7188
info@jcwc.orgb
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Calendar of 
Upcoming
Events
December 2007
Friends of Johnson Creek Campaign

March 1, 2008
Winter Watershed Wide Event

May 22, 2008
Annual Meeting

August 2008
Summer Watershed Wide Event

October 2008
Silent Auction

Watershed Wide Event

10th Annual
Johnson Creek Watershed Council

 Saturday, March 1, 2008
Spend a morning in the watershed community

restoring the health of Johnson Creek
To sponsor the event, donate or volunteer: 

info@jcwc.org or 503-652-7477


