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A publication of the Johnson Creek Watershed Council
reach: a) a portion of a stream or river b) an extent, esp. of knowledge or comprehension
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 2009 has been an ambitious year for the Council. We recently launched an effort to plant 
thousands of native trees along eight miles of upper Johnson Creek to provide clean cold 
water for the fish that depend on it. We have nearly completed design of a major salmon habi-
tat project at the mouth of Johnson Creek, which will create habitat benefiting not only the 
salmon moving in and out of Johnson Creek, but provide a critical off-channel resting area for 
salmon moving along the Willamette River. We continue to expand our Youth Engaged service 
learning program; two new schools are participating this academic year. Over the next year, 
we plan to produce five volunteer restoration events focused on youth from diverse cultural 
backgrounds. We want to instill a sense of environmental stewardship in this next generation, 
which will be more diverse than any that’s come before it.    
 We do this work because we know the positive difference it makes toward a healthy wa-
tershed. But we can’t achieve our goals without your financial support. I’m asking you to 
become or renew as a Friend of Johnson Creek by contributing to the Johnson Creek 
Watershed Council during our year-end membership campaign.  You’ll find an envelope 
enclosed in this newsletter.  I encourage you to mail your tax-deductible contribution today. In 
December, JCWC volunteers will be calling to remind you about our membership campaign.   
 We know that not everyone has the resources to contribute financially to JCWC, particu-
larly during these difficult financial times. With the recent hire of our part-time Volunteer 
Coordinator, we have increased our ability to provide volunteers with meaningful activities. 
Your time and skills are as appreciated and as valuable to the watershed as your financial con-
tributions. If you are eager to get involved, please contact Amy Lodholz at amy@jcwc.org. 
 Together we can ensure that the Council has the resources we need to advance our ambi-
tious goals for watershed health. We appreciate your support.

Important Information 
Regarding Newsletter 
Distribution

This is the last edition of Within 
Your Reach newsletter that will be 
mailed to our entire mailing list. 
 
• Please send us your email address 
to info@jcwc.org so we can keep you 
informed! 
 • In order to conserve our natural re-
sources, paper copies will only be mailed 
to current Friends and donors. 
 • The newsletter can always be viewed 
online at www.jcwc.org. 
 • We will also distribute electronic versions 
of the newsletter. 
 • If you don’t have access to email, we will 
be happy to continue mailing you copies. 
Please call 503-652-7477.
 • We want you to continue knowing 
what’s going on in the watershed, about 
restoration projects, volunteer opportuni-
ties, fundraising events and land use issues! 
 

“I give because the JCWC thinks holistically 

about the entire Johnson Creek watershed....

We all live downstream.”

           – Torrey Lindbo

Support JCWC–Become a Friend!

“The reason we feel it’s important to support JCWC is that...we understand how important it is to rehabilitate the streams that feed our riv-ers. It’s the only way we can restore some native stocks of fish.”                 – Don and Billie Carlson

Matt Clark, Executive Director

“We appreciate all that JCWC does to keep our little corner of the world healthy, so that our customers and their children and their children’s children can enjoy our natural resources for years to come.”
           – Fred Meyer

Friends of Johnson Creek Campaign Begins!
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JCWC Gratefully Acknowledges Our Generous Donors 
Fall 2008-Fall 2009
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John Brookings
Sarojini and Moir Budden
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Julie Bussanich
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Don and Billie Carlson
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Joseph and Andrea Castillo
Michael Caveney
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City of Gresham
City of Portland, BES
Clackamas County Soil and 
   Water Conservation District
Ed Clark and Janet Roberts
Mary Clark
Matt Clark and Abby Sarmac
Thayer Coburn
Cheryl Cochrane
Jennifer Coleman
Ralph Coleman
Marianne Colgrove
Carlotta Collette
Lita Colligan
Maggie Collins
Tim and Leesa Cooper
Lisa Cosgrove

Tanya Cowperthwaite
Virginia Crawford
Rebekah Cron
Jo Crownover
Brian Davis
Christian Davis
John Davis
Lee Dayfield
Liesl Deck
Julia DeGagne
Demeter Design
Jennifer Devlin
Julie DiLeone
Teke Dillender
Craig Dowsett
Thomas Dufala
Kevin Duff
East Multnomah Soil and 
   Water Conservation District
Daniel Eisenbeis
Mary Anne Ellison
Mike Ellison
Forrest Farrington
Amy Fauver
Scott Fernandez
Douglas Fix
George and June Fox
Ernestine Francisco
Fred Meyer
Jill Fuglister
Fyberworks Boutique
Kenneth Fye
Bonnie Garlan
Pamela Garlett
Kathy Goeddel
Robert Gootee
GreenPrint Technologies LLC
Lynn Greenwood
Kasandra Griffin
Terry Griffiths
Amy Guffey
Laura Guimond
Betty Hadaway
Christine Hagerbaumer

Keri Handaly
Tom and Mary Kay Hansen
Laurel Harris
Ray and Paula Harris
JoAnn Herrigel 
Kavita Heyn
Tara and Jason Hieggelke
Deborah and Karl Hofmann
Linda Holme
Denise Horan
Jason Howard
Stanley Howard
Craig Hubbard and 
   Brinton Clark
Gerry Hubbard
Gordon and Karen Hubbard
Roger Huntsinger
Teresa Huntsinger
Michael Brian Iles
Gordon Joachim
Marie Johnson
Nancy Jesuale  
Jon Kellogg
Michael and Eve Kenyon
Ryin Khandoker
Jess Kimball
Mary King
Gary and Sharon Klein
Arden and Joyce Knepper
Steve Knepper
Matt Koozer
Mary Ann Kraemer
Nancy Kraemer
Molly Kramer
Jim Labbe
Ed and Shirley Labinowicz
Teresa Lacy
Dan Laffitte
Leach Botanical Garden
Karl Lee
Patricia Leonard
Robert Liberty
Torrey and Angela Lindbo
Jeffrey Locke

Marsha Lorentson
Craig Lukesh
Katherine Luscher
Bruce MacGregor
Sionainn Marcoux
Trey Marlowe
Cindy Martin
Judi Martin
Timothy Martin
Dean and Deb Marriott
Annette Mattson
Marla McNary
Yolanda Carmen Meno
Jennifer Miller
Walt Mintkeski
Cynthia Mom
Tom and Sandy Montag
Tim Morgan
Nadine Morris
Jill Myers
Laura Nelms
Marianne Nelson
Robert Neyer
Juan Carlos Ocana-Chiu
Kitty O'Meara
Milo and Bev Ormseth
Jeromie Palaoro
Renee Paradis
Kathy Parker
Hester Paul
PCC Structurals
Patricia Pearson
Don Pedersen
Laura Pena
Rita J Peterson
Nancy Ann Pettus
PGE
Marilyn Pitts
Portland Nursery
David and Elaine Prause
Colin Price
Jeff Reardon
James and Ellen Reuler
Perry Rikli

Rose Community Development
Joseph Rowe
Andrea Salinas
Darrell Salk
Chuck Sams
Mike Schaufler
Robert and Mary Ann Schmidt
Kelly Schneider
John Schuberg
Jill and David Schwie
Kevin and Ashley Seim
Linda Setchfield
David Shaffer
Maggie Skenderian
Erik Sotka
Katherine Steen
Corinne Stefanick
Donald Stocks
Avalyn Taylor
The ODS Companies
Tidee Didee Diaper Service
Jerome Todd 
Stacey Triplett
Judith Turbyne
Yvette Uber
Jeff Uebel
Marty Urman
Gerard and Rita Van Deene
Kjell van Zoen
Deanne Vegge
Monica and Jon Vogel
Pamela Vohnson
Gabriel Weisert
David Allen Weiss
Manuela Whelan
Cassie Wieden
Dilafruz Williams
Courtney Wilton
Tara Witt
Cindy Workman
Owen Wozniak
Melissa Yeary
Amy Youngs

JCWC Launches New 
Fundraising Event
 Earlier this year the Council developed 
a three year fundraising plan 
which included a 
variety of new 
f u nd r a i s i ng 
events, includ-
ing house par-
t ies, proceeds 
nights at local 
restaurants and 
this year’s inau-
gural Springwater 
Cycle Stroll.
 The Springwater Cycle Stroll took place 
during the entire month of September.  Any-
one could participate and help raise money 
with the miles they traveled on the Spring-
water Corridor Trail. Participants rode their 
bikes, walked and ran, logging their miles 
and collecting flat and per mile pledges from 
family and friends. The Springwater Corridor 
Trail parallels Johnson Creek for much of its 
length, so it was a great opportunity to ex-
plore some of metropolitan Portland’s little-
known natural treasures along the creek all 

 We are happy to announce that we have received a grant from REI, a national outdoor 
retail co-op committed to connecting people with nature, for $2,600 to expand our volunteer 
opportunities by offering events specifically for youth! This funding will help us implement 
five volunteer restoration events for youth groups, provide nutritious snacks and purchase 30 
sets of rain gear to use during the work parties!
 One of the main goals of this project is to engage youth in meaningful restoration work 
to help instill the importance of environmental stewardship in the next generation.  We will 
be focusing on recruiting youth from diverse cultural backgrounds, reflective of the many 
cultures that call this watershed home.  Each youth group, ages 12-18, will spend a 3-hour 
session helping with the removal of English ivy from a 4 ½ acre private creekside property that 
is part of the Council’s Riparian Rehabilitation Program located in SE Portland. By focusing 
the efforts of five groups on one area, there will be dramatic results at the end of the project.  
 REI is committed to promoting environmental stewardship and increasing access to out-
door recreation through volunteerism, gear donations and financial contributions. This grant 
is the result of a nomination made by the Clackamas store. Thank you REI for your support 
of this exciting project!

while helping raise money for the Council.  
 For the inaugural event we had 12 dedi-
cated participants who raised over $3,500 
for the Council’s restoration, education 
and outreach programs. We are very thank-
ful for all of the time and energy they have 
contributed to make the first Springwater 
Cycle Stroll fundraiser successful!  As a way 
to thank the participants and their sponsors, 

we held a small celebration reception, spon-
sored by Fred Meyer, at the Eastmoreland 
Golf Course in mid-October.
 We are very happy with the event’s out-
comes and look forward to building upon its 
successes for next year’s 2nd Annual Spring-
water Cycle Stroll.  We hope you’ll be on the 
trail with us next September!

JCWC Receives Grant from REI
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by Noah Jenkins, Education and 
Research Associate, JCWC

 On Friday, August 21st, the In-
terjurisdictional Committee (IJC) 
for Johnson Creek put on a first-ever, 
watershed-wide sampling event for 
aquatic macroinvertebrates. Volun-
teers and members of the IJC took 
samples at 13 locations throughout 
the watershed, turning over rocks 
and digging in the streambed to catch 
larval caddis flies, mayflies, and other 
aquatic insect species. The aquatic 
macroinvertebrate community is a 
useful indicator of stream health; 
the presence of pollution-intolerant 
species indicates good water quality. 
Since different species have sensitivities to 
different pollutants—such as sediment, toxic 
chemicals, or heat—these samples will be 
analyzed by experts to determine what chal-
lenges to aquatic life are present in various 
parts of the watershed, in order to help focus 
restoration efforts.

 One exciting finding has already come out 
of this effort:  upper Johnson Creek is home 
to a significant population of western pearl-
shell! This freshwater mussel (Margaritifera 
falcata), while fairly common in the Pacific 
Northwest, has been in decline in many areas 
due to habitat alteration and water quality 

problems. According to the Xerces So-
ciety, these mussels live in cold, clean 
streams with native anadramous fish 
(salmon and sea-run trout); mussel 
larvae (called “glochidia”) attach to 
the gills of these fish to move around.  
Western pearlshells live an average of 
60-70 years; some may even live to 
be more than 100! The presence of 
these mussels in Johnson Creek is 
both exciting and beneficial; as filter-
feeders, they can play a significant role 
in reducing turbidity.  They are also an 
important food source for river otters, 
muskrats, raccoons and skunks.  For 
more information, see http://www.
xerces.org/western-pearlshell.
  Many thanks go to the volunteers 

and partners who participated in this moni-
toring effort; special thanks are also due to 
the landowners who allowed access to their 
property. Through efforts such as this, we 
can learn not only about the most important 
steps to take to improve the health of Johnson 
Creek, but about its many intriguing secrets.

Mussels and Crayfish and Rockworms, Oh My!

 Errol Creek is 
fed by wetlands and 
an extensive set of 
springs. Abundant 
cool spring water 
and proximity to 
Joh n s on  C r e ek 
spawning habitat 
make Errol Creek 
an ideal area for 
threatened fish spe-
cies. The purpose 
of the Errol Creek 
Confluence project 
is to create high-
qua l i t y  r e a r i ng 
habitat, provide a 
summertime cold-
water refuge, and winter off-channel habitat 
for chinook, steelhead, coho, and cutthroat 
trout. 
 D&T Excavation began construction on 
July 6 and completed their work in October. 
The site will be revegetated with native plants 
during the winter planting season, from Janu-
ary to March 2010.  
 The site now features a meandering creek 
channel that is 300 feet longer than the old 
channel. The first 50 feet of the old chan-
nel were retained as a wintertime backwater 
channel.The remaining old channel was filled 

in. By creating a 
new channel, two 
fish barriers were 
eliminated. Sev-
enty-seven pieces 
of large wood and 
root wads were in-
stalled to provide 
f loodplain struc-
ture and stabilize 
the banks of Er-
rol Creek and its 
conf luence with 
Johnson Creek. 
Wet l a nd  a re a s 
were constructed 
to receive h igh 
f low in the win-

tertime which will both provide refuge habitat 
for juvenile fish and help to moderate flows in 
Johnson Creek. SE 44th Avenue between SE 
Umatilla and Harney Street was fully vacated 
and a path was added to allow for foot traffic.
 Portland Bureau of Environmental Ser-
vices is asking that visitors stay on the path, 
keep pets on leash at all times, and pick up 
any pet waste or other garbage. The area is 
very sensitive to disturbance, particularly in 
the winter when the wetlands may contain 
juvenile fish.  

Fish Refuge Project Completed on Errol Creek
by Ali Young, Environmental Specialist, City of Portland Environmental Services

New Volunteer 
Coordinator
 We are excited to 
introduce our new 
Volunteer Coordina-
tor, Amy Lodholz, 
who began work just 
after Labor Day.
 Amy comes to the 
Council with a strong 
background in all as-
pects of successful 
volunteer manage-
ment. She will work twenty hours a week 
for JCWC while maintaining her existing 
part-time position with Habitat for Human-
ity. She’s brimming with enthusiasm and 
ready to get her hands dirty working with 
the Council’s committed volunteers.  
 With Amy’s hire, the Council can increase 
the number, frequency, and variety of mean-
ingful volunteer opportunities that we can 
offer to our constituents. Not only will we 
bring new members into our organization, 
we will have a greater positive impact on this 
watershed where we live, work and play.
 Amy’s position is supported by the 
Mintkeski Family Fund of the Oregon Com-
munity Foundation. Walt Mintkeski is an 
Advisory Circle member, formerly a JCWC 
board member. We are deeply grateful to 
Walt and his family for funding this strategic 
position.   

Improvements made to Errol Creek will enhance the 
habitat for fish and wildlife.

Western pearlshell mussels, found recently in the upper Johnson 
Creek watershed, play a significant role in reducing turbidity.

Amy Lodholz
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Upcoming Events
December 2009

Friends of Johnson Creek Campaign

Monday, January 18, 2010
MLK Day Volunteer Event

More details: www.jcwc.org

Saturday, March 6, 2010
Watershed Wide Event

Thursday, May 27, 2010 
Annual Meeting

Reed College, Portland, OR

uuu

Monthly Board Meetings 
Third Tuesday of each month
5:30-7:30 at the JCWC Office

Visitors always welcome

Within Your Reach Newsletter
is now available Online

at www.jcwc.org

 Saturday, March 6, 2010
Spend a morning in the watershed community

restoring the health of Johnson Creek
To sponsor the event, donate or volunteer: 

info@jcwc.org or 503-652-7477

Watershed Wide Event
12th Annual

Johnson Creek Watershed Council

$75 
Two 3 hour 
fieldtrips for 

a school group 
to participate 

in a 
restoration 

project

$150 
100 native 
plants and 
5 shovels 

for 
revegetating 

along 
streambanks

$500 
1 dumpster, 
10 loppers, 
10 pairs of 

gloves 
for invasive 

plant 
removal

$1000 
500 native plants, 

equipment, 
supplies and crew 

leaders for 5 
restoration work 

parties for 
wildlife habitat

 

Here’s how we stretch your dollars...

Please support JCWC by giving a donation during 
our Friends Campaign in December!

$35 
50 plants
provide

streambank
stabilization

and 
habitat 

for wildlife

  JCWC is looking for youth groups in the watershed, ages 12-18, to participate in a volunteer restoration project.  
Please feel free to pass this information along to any groups you think may be interested in participating.
For more information, please contact Lori Sams at lori@jcwc.org or 503-652-7477


