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A publication of the Johnson Creek Watershed Council
reach: a) a portion of a stream or river b) an extent, esp. of knowledge or comprehension
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$35
50 plants 

provide streambank 
stabilization and 

habitat for wildlife

$75
Two 3 hour fieldtrips

for a school group 
to participate in a 
restoration project

$150
  100 native plants 

and 5 shovels
for revegetating 

along streambanks

$500
1 dumpster, 10 loppers 
and 10 pairs of gloves

for invasive 
plant removal

$1000
500 native plants, 

equipment, supplies 
and crew leaders for 5 

restoration work parties 

Continued on page 2

Why I Give

 I was recently asked why Johnson Creek 
is important to me and why I am involved in, 
and financially support, the Johnson Creek 
Watershed Council (JCWC). Well, it all began 
in the mid 1980’s when Vicki (my wife) and I 
had two young boys who needed an outdoor 
place to play and experience nature. We 
discovered Tideman Johnson Park between 
SE 32nd and 45th Avenues. Here, Johnson 
Creek runs through a beautiful canyon where 
tall Douglas firs and cedar trees shade the 
creek and quiet the noise of our busy urban 
lives. We loved to take our sons there and 
watch them explore the natural wonders of 
the woods and creek. But during the rainy 
months, we saw the creek swollen with runoff 
and polluted by debris thrown in by careless 
people and washed in from storm sewers. 
During the late 1980s, I met Steve Johnson, 
Ethan Seltzer, and Terry Toedtemeier, who 
had been working to 
publicize the plight 
of the creek for many 
years. Through my 
conversat ions w ith 
them and others, I 
began to realize that 
the public’s perception 
of Johnson Creek was 
that of an open storm 
sewer. However, they also showed me their 
vision of the creek as a fish bearing stream 
and a wildlife and recreation corridor 
running along the Clackamas/Multnomah 
County line from the Sandy River to the 
Willamette River. I was hooked by that 
wonderful vision and decided to begin to 
make it a reality in Tideman Johnson Park. 

Here’s how far we stretch your dollars...

 The most important thing the Johnson Creek Watershed Council does is foster stewardship, 
encouraging people to care about and care for the Johnson Creek Watershed. We mobilize 
community volunteers to plant trees at our annual Watershed Wide Event. We collaborate 
with private landowners to eliminate invasive weeds on their streamside lands. We work 
with our Youth Engaged high school classes at critical environmental restoration sites in the 
watershed.  
 This work is labor-intensive: it takes time and effort to build lasting relationships between 
people and the land where they live, work, and play. We do it because we believe in the long-term 
dividends it pays, in terms of a healthy watershed and strong healthy communities. We couldn’t 
do this work without your financial support, which is why I’m asking you to contribute to 
the Johnson Creek Watershed Council during our year-end Friends Campaign.  You’ll 
find an envelope enclosed in this newsletter. I encourage you to mail your tax-deductible 
contribution today. In early December, JCWC volunteers will be calling you to remind you 
about our Friends Campaign. Together we can ensure that the Council has the resources we 
need to continue our critical work in the Watershed. We appreciate your support.  

 Best regards,

Investing in Watershed Stewardship
By Matt Clark, Executive Director

Volunteers spread mulch at the annual Watershed Wide Event. Photo by Bruce MacGregor.

By Walt Mintkeski, JCWC Board Member2008 Friends of Johnson Creek

Campaign Begins
2008 Friends of Johnson Creek

Campaign Begins

$35 $75 $150 $500 $1000
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5th Annual Auction a Smashing Success

 As the rain returns to replenish the 
streams of the Pacific Northwest, it brings 
with it a new crop of students making a 
difference in their watershed. For the second 
year, the Johnson Creek Watershed Council 
is partnering with the Student Watershed 
Research Project (SWRP), Oregon Trout’s 
Healthy Waters Institute (HWI), and 
schools throughout the watershed for 
Youth Engaged, which connects high 
school students with their watershed 
through service learning. Classes from four 
watershed schools—Alpha High School and 
Multnomah Youth Cooperative in Gresham, 
David Douglas High School, and Cleveland 
High School in Portland—are returning to 
sites they stewarded last year. Students from 
these schools will be engaged in academic 
study of the watershed, performing water 
quality testing several times during  the year 
and doing independent projects. They will 
combine this work with efforts to remove 

Students Study and Restore Johnson Creek

So with help from Steve Johnson and other 
concerned neighbors, we organized an April 
1990 Earth Day cleanup of the park. We 
literally jumped into the creek and pulled 
out all kinds of debris including twenty tires, 
six shopping carts, three motorcycle bodies, 
and half a Volkswagen bug. What a feeling 
of accomplishment! That began a series of 
annual cleanup events under the auspices of 
an all volunteer group I chaired called Friends 
of Johnson Creek Canyon.  
 During the period from 1990 to 1995, 
the old Springwater Railroad line running 
a long Johnson Creek from Sel lwood 
past Gresham was being converted into 
a walking and bicycling trail, providing 
fifteen miles of public access to the creek. A 
citizen’s group called Friends of Springwater 
Corridor oversaw that project which the 
cities of Portland and Gresham implemented.  
During that time, Friends of Johnson Creek 
Canyon and Friends of Springwater Corridor 
merged into Friends of Johnson Creek and 
Springwater Corridor. Also during 1990, the 
City of Portland convened the Johnson Creek 
Corridor Committee, on which I was asked to 
serve. Over the next five years, the Committee 
advised the city on the development of a 
Resources Management Plan for the creek. 
One of the Plan’s recommendations was the 
formation of the Johnson Creek Watershed 
Council, which began in July 1995. 
 So within a mere five years, the Vision 
for Johnson Creek was launched with 
an explosion of activity which today has 
tremendously changed the public’s perception 
of the creek. Over the past thirteen years, use 
of the Springwater Corridor has climbed 
steadily and people have been able to see 
first-hand the creek and the many restoration 
projects coordinated by the JCWC in 
conjunction with the Cities of Gresham, 
Portland, and Milwaukie and other partners. 
It is this progress toward realizing the Vision 
of Johnson Creek as a healthy stream and 
recreation and wildlife corridor that has kept 
me involved in creek activities over the past 
eighteen years and serving as a member of 
the board, past Chair and current Secretary 
of the JCWC. 
 In order to keep the momentum going 
to implement the Vision, the JCWC needs 
your support. I hope you will join me in 
making an annual tax-deductible donation to 
the Council during its thirteenth year. This 
citizen lead group is where the passion lies 
to make sure that the Johnson Creek Vision 
is kept in the public’s eye and implemented.  
That passion for the Vision is what keeps me 
going and giving.

Why I Give
Continued from page 1

Multnomah Youth Cooperative students 
pull ivy at Ambleside in Gresham.

 On the banks of Johnson Creek, Silent Auction guests bid the night away, raising funds 
for the Council’s education, restoration and outreach programs. Over 100 guests enjoyed 
the bluegrass music of Ida Viper, delicious food by Vibrant Table Catering, and Bakery Bar’s 
delectable desserts. Guests mingled around Silent Auction tables bidding on overnight packages 
to the coast, Mount Hood and downtown Portland, tickets to sporting and theater events, 
cruises along the Columbia River and Lake Oswego, and many other exciting items. The Wine 
Mystery lured guests with the opportunity to win a unique bottle of wine.  
 By the end of the night, we raised over $7,400 for the Council’s programs! We would like 
to sincerely thank our guests and donors, and our event sponsors–CH2M Hill, David Evans 
and Associates, GreenWorks, PC, and Gresham Sanitary Service–who made the event such a 
success.  We also thank the volunteers–Lee Dayfield, Julia DeGagne, Melanie McCandless, 
Dana Murray, Perry Rikli, and Kelley Schneider–whose hard work we greatly appreciate.  
And a special thank you to our Board of Directors, particularly to Silent Auction Committee 
members JoAnn Herrigel and Walt Mintkeski, for their leadership.

JCWC Restoration Project Updates
 The Council just completed its third field season battling invasive weeds in Johnson Creek 
Watershed. Our new focus this season was garlic mustard; we hope to prevent it from gaining 
a strong foothold in the watershed. In addition, we conducted follow up monitoring and 
treatment on all known infestations of yellow flag-iris, knotweeds and false brome.     
 Currently, the Council is busy preparing for the upcoming planting season!  Starting in 
January, we’ll be working with property owners planting native trees and shrubs along Johnson 
Creek and its tributaries, particularly in areas where we’ve successfully eliminated invasive 
weeds. Our intent is to keep invasives from re-colonizing while benefiting fish and wildlife 
with native plant habitat.  
 In addition to our on-the-ground work, we are currently planning a project to improve 
in-stream habitat for salmon at the Johnson Creek–Willamette River confluence. Earlier this 
year, JCWC retained a consulting firm to lead the project design. We now have a 30% design 
that includes the installation of large wood structures, construction of off-channel alcoves, and 
native revegetation. JCWC recently applied for additional grant funds for design completion, 
permitting and construction. We hope to complete the project in the summer of 2009.  The 
Council is partnering with the City of Milwaukie, the ODS Companies, and the Klein family 
on this project.          

invasive plant species and replace them 
with native vegetation throughout the year, 
including the Council’s Watershed Wide 
Event held on March 7, 2009.
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Bruce MacGregor, photographer
 You hardly know he’s standing by the pond or creeping down the trail. His quiet footsteps 
and equally quiet manner make him one with the background. You hear the click of a camera 
shutter. And then you see the image he’s caught on film: a heron rising from a creekside hiding 
spot; a yellow leaf caught in a riffle; the beaming face of a child gripping freshly pulled ivy. 
 For over two years, Bruce MacGregor has volunteered his photographic skills for the 
Johnson Creek community. As a photography student at Mount Hood Community College, 
Bruce chose Johnson Creek as his thesis project. He has captured images at our annual events: 
Watershed Wide, the Silent Auction and the Annual Meeting. He has photographed restoration 
projects, including the Bradshaw project and Schweitzer (formeerly called Alsop Brownwood). 
Our website, newsletters, brochures and annual reports are filled with his images. 
 Bruce also works with the Forest Park Conservancy and Metro. To see more of his 
outstanding work, visit his website at www.brucemacgregorphotography.com.

Silent Auction Volunteers
 We had a terrific group of volunteers helping us with the Silent Auction! We would like to 
thank all of them for helping make the night a success! Julia DeGagne and Kelley Schneider 
helped solicit donations for the Silent Auction and helped out at the event with check out 
and monitoring auction tables. Melanie McCandless was busy at the wine mystery table and 
helping make the check out process go smoothly. Dana Murray added a special touch with 
decorations and also helped monitor the auction tables. Lee Dayfield assisted us throughout 
the afternoon with set up. Perry Rikli offered his skills as a bartender. Thanks again for all 
of your help!

Our Donors 
Make Our 
Work Possible
The Johnson Creek Watershed Council 
thanks our supporters from May through 
October 2008.

Adjuvant Consulting
Al Jubitz
Steven Amato
Artists Repertory Theatre
Backs on Burnside
Barnard-Griffin
Blackbird Wineshop
Gary Braasch
Brooklyn Community 
   Acupuncture
Brown and Caldwell
Don Burdick
Rose Caffarelli
Caprial’s Westmoreland 
   Kitchen
CH2M Hill 
Nancy Chapman
Matt Clark
Columbia Sportswear Co.
Concentrates, Inc.
Rebekah Cron
David Evans and Associates
Lee Dayfield
Deschutes Brewery & 
   Public House
Electric Castles Wunderland
Film Action Oregon/The 
   Hollywood Theatre Project
Flat Creek Garden Center
Found and Rewound
French Hill Farm
Forest Park Conservancy
Amanda and Steve Fritz
Full Sail Brewing Company
The Gardensmith
Patricia Gayley
Grand Central Baking Co.
Dave Green
Lynn Greenwood
GreenWorks, PC
Gresham Sanitary Service
Paul Grosjean
Bruce Henderson
Higgins Restaurant
Hopworks Urban Brewery
Mike Houck
Roger Huntsinger
Gordon Joachim
The Joinery
Eve Kenyon
Mary King
Jared Kinnear
Gary Klein 
Laughing Planet Cafe
Lemelson Vineyards
Sarah Lott
Bruce MacGregor
MacTarnahan’s Brewing Co.
Annette Mattson
McClaskey’s Wine
   and Spirits

Nancy McCormick
Mary McCoy
Metro Recycled Paint
Mickey Finn’s Brew Pub
Walt Mintkeski
Vicki Mintkeski
Mt.Hood Meadows 
   Ski Resort
Joyce Nagy
Nelson Nature 
   Photography
Bruce Newton
Noreen O’Connor
NW Flyfishing Outfitters
Oregon Council of 
   Trout Unlimited
Oregon Zoo
Patagonia
Plywerk
Portland Center Stage
Portland Marriott 
   Downtown Waterfront
Portland Nursery
Portland Trailblazers
Portofino
REI
Phil Richman
Ringside Restaurant
Perry Rikli
Janet Roberts
Rocket Restaurant
Sue Ruonala
Paul Schoonmaker
Schondecken Coffee 
   Roasters
Sean Flora
Sarah Seeland
Sellwood Cycle Repair
Linda Setchfield
Speakshop
Mike Stacey
Starbucks
The Joinery
The ODS Companies
Tidee Didee Diaper 
   Service
Timberline Lodge and 
   Ski Area
Jerome Todd 
Total Rental Center
Mary Trosper
Tru Green Landscape
Marty Urman
White Bird Dance Co.
David Widmark
Widmer Brothers
Woodstock Wine & Deli
Yarnia
Melissa Yeary
Youngberg Hill

Zupan’s

282nd Avenue and Stone Road:

New Bridge Improves Habitat
 Multnomah County Road Services made significant improvements with a new bridge over 
Johnson Creek on 282nd Avenue just north of Stone Road. The bridge replaced an old box 
culvert that blocked fish passage during high water. The constricted channel caused water to 
move too fast, discouraging fish from moving upstream. Cutthroat trout, winter steelhead 
and coho salmon can now migrate and other wildlife can also pass safely under the bridge. 
  In addition to the new bridge, two wetlands and a stormwater swale were created to 
mitigate for the additional pavement. Wetlands  filter pollutants and add habitat diversity to 
the creek. They also become resting areas for young fish during high water. Birds and other 
wildlife use the wetland areas year round.

Volunteer Spotlight

Volunteers are vital to the work we do at the Council. Without volunteers, we wouldn’t be able 
to remove tons of trash during clean-ups, or plant native trees along the creek, or host large 
events. In this issue, we’d like to highlight a few volunteers and the difference they’ve made.

Johnson Creek at Schweitzer near Foster Road. Photo by Bruce MacGregor.
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Johnson Creek Watershed Council
1900 SE Milport Road, Suite B
Milwaukie, OR 97222
phone: 503.652.7477
fax: 503.652.7188
info@jcwc.org

Upcoming
Events 

& 
Announcements 

December 2008
Friends of Johnson Creek Campaign

March 7, 2009
Watershed Wide Event

May 21, 2009 
Annual Meeting

Monthly Board Meetings 
Third Tuesday of each month
5:30-7:30 at the JCWC Office

Visitors always welcome!

New JCWC Video!
See the most recent work done in 
the watershed at www.jcwc.org. 

Look for the link on the home page.

Within Your Reach 
Newsletter is now 
available Online
at www.jcwc.org

Let us know if you would prefer 
to stop receiving future print editions 

at info@jcwc.org or call 503-652-7477

 Saturday, March 7, 2009
Spend a morning in the watershed community

restoring the health of Johnson Creek
To sponsor the event, donate or volunteer: 

info@jcwc.org or 503-652-7477

Watershed Wide Event
11th Annual

Johnson Creek Watershed Council

Photos courtesy of Bruce MacGregor, 2008

Within Your Reach newsletter is published three times per year. 
We will continue to publish paper copies of the newsletter and deliver 
them to your home. Now the newsletter is also available for viewing 
on our website at www.jcwc.org. We are also considering additional 

distribution through email.

Please let us know your preference:
 1. Would you like to continue to receive your issues via US Postage?
 2. Would you prefer to view the newsletter on our website?
 3. Would you prefer to have electronic versions of the newsletter sent to  
     your email account?

We would appreciate your feedback at info@jcwc.org or call 503-652-7477
Please include your name, address and phone number.

Thank you


