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Ecological planning foundation 



Site Conservation Plans 

Scientist, park/trail planner, field tech 
 

Foundation for management & access 

Roughly follow TNC’s Framework 

Conservation Targets + 

Key Ecological Attributes + 

Threats = 15-year plan 

 

 



Key Ecological Attributes (KEAs) 

• Riparian forest 

• Upland forest 

• Upland shrub (early successional) 

• Emergent, Shrub & Forested wetlands 

• Oak savanna & Oak woodland 

• Prairie (wet and dry) 

• Native fish habitat (instream) 

• Native turtles 

• Delphinium leucophaeum 

 

 



Upper Johnson Creek NA conservation targets 

Native fish habitat   Riparian habitat 

Wetland shrub habitat Upland forest habitat 



Riparian habitat existing conditions 



Riparian habitat KEAs 



Upper Johnson Creek  pre 1995 
Upper Johnson Creek 2015 

Increases in riparian width to 
200ft+ 



-15+ structures 
+75,000+ plants 



Native herbaceous layer richness: 12+ species 
 



Standing/down wood: less than 5 snags and 5% down wood/acre 



Improved floodplain connectivity 



From weed land to wild land in less than 10 years-thanks to the 
Metro district voters! 


